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Words of Eternal Life

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the eternal word of the

Father. He has the words of eternal life. “Lord, to whom shall

we go, you have the words of eternal life” (Jn. 6:68) says St.
Peter to Jesus. The words, spoken by Jesus are spirit and life (cf.

Jn. 6:64). “Man does not live by bread alone but by every word

that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Deut 8:3).

Jesus came into the world to preach the good news to

the poor (Lk. 4:18). Jesus spent a great part of his life in preaching

the word of God. “Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of

kingdom” (Mt. 9:35). His miracles were gospel messages in

action. He trained his apostles for the ministry of the word.

The Risen Lord opened the minds of the apostles to

understand the scripture (cf. Lk. 24:45). He commissioned them

to preach the gospel to all. “Go into all the world and preach

the gospel to the whole creation” Mk. 16:15). The apostles went
forth and preached the gospel everywhere (cf. Mk. 16:20).

The Holy Father's Prayer Intention for January 2020

         Prayer Intention for World Peace: Promotion of

World Peace. We pray that Christians, followers of other

religions, and all people of goodwill may promote peace and

justice in the world.

Archbishop's Message

Message Message

Vatican II gave great impulse to the rediscovery of the

word of God, thanks to its Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum.

It points out the great importance of scripture in the life and

mission of the Church. Faith is born and is nourished by the
word of God (cf. Can. 831); Faith is expressed and strengthened

by the sacraments (cf. Can. 840). The Emmaus event clearly

points and that there is a close link between the scripture and

the sacraments. At the breaking of the bread, disciples of

Emmaus, recognized the Lord, because their minds and hearts

had been prepared by the interpretation of the scriptures.

His Holiness Pope Francis, by his Motu proprio Aperuit

Illis, given on 30th September 2019, has decreed that the Third

Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be celebrated as the Sunday

of the Word of God. This Sunday is to be devoted to the

celebration, study and spreading of the Word of God.

The Parish Priests and other Pastors of souls have the
serious obligation of preparing the faithful for a worthy and

fruitful celebration of the sacraments. They are to pay special

attention to the catechetical and biblical formation of the children

and the youth.  Taste and thirst for the word of God is to be

created among the children. The most important form of

preaching is the homily. The mysteries of faith and the rules of

Christian living are to be expounded in the homily from the

sacred text (Can.767). Lectio divina is to be greatly

encouraged among the faithful.  Bible classes and Bible seminars

are to be conducted regularly. The Pastors of souls should feed

themselves and the flock of Christ by the word of God and by

the Eucharist. They should see to it that proper instruction and right
interpretation of the scripture  precede the celebration of the

sacraments.
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The Sunday of the Word of God (the third Sunday in

Ordinary time) comes around the time when we pray in a special

way for Christian unity. The Bible serves as an efficient means

to promote ecumenical collaboration and to bear a common

witness of our faith.

We have started the New Year, celebrating the solemnity of

Mary, Mother of God. Mary is blessed because she believed

that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from

the Lord (Lk. 1:45). Mary is blessed because she heard the word

of God and did it (cf. Lk. 8:21; 11:28).

O Mary, our blessed Mother, teach us to listen to the Word of

God and keep it in our daily life.

01. Year of Youth

The TNBC has proclaimed the year 2020 as the Year of

Youth. The youth are the joy and hope of our country and the

church in our country. Parish Priests are greatly exhorted to take

special interest in the integral formation of the youth. They are

to be the animators of the youth in their parishes. They are

earnestly requested to collaborate with Fr. A. Arputharaj, the

Diocesan Youth Commission Secretary, in all the youth

programmes this year and accompany the youth in their growth

process.

02. Diocesan Priests’ National Congress

It will be held at the Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of
Vailankanni from 28th to 31st January 2020 on the theme of the

Joy of the Priesthood. Let us all pray for the success of this

great event.

3. Anbiyam

Month of January is celebrated as Anbiyam month in
Tamilnadu and Pondicherry. Parish Priests are greatly exhorted

to promote Anbiyams in their parishes. Anbiyam should be the
way of living our Christian faith.

4. Accounts

Keeping accurate and update account is a serious duty
and responsibility of the Parish Priests and the heads of the
educational institutions (cf. Can. 1284). All the Parish Priests
and the heads of the institutions are reminded of this serious
duty and responsibility and asked to submit the accounts of the
financial year 2019-2020 to the Procurator on or before 30th

April 2020. Accounts are to be submitted to the Procurator
and all the accounts will be audited only by our diocesan
auditors.

5. Annual Statistical Questionnaire

The Parish Priests, Heads of Institutions and Congregations
are earnestly requested to send back the duly filled-in statistical
Questionnaire, List of Baptisms and Marriages before 31st

January 2020 to Fr. Secretary.

6. Summer Ministry

Those who wish to have the service of our seminarians
during the summer are kindly requested to contact Fr. Secretary
before the end of January 2020.

7. Thank you

I thank whole heartedly all the Rev. Fathers, Rev. Brothers,
Rev. Sisters for their greetings to me for Christmas and New Year.

Wish you all a Joyful and Peaceful New Year 2020
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ARCHBISHOP’S ENGAGEMENTS FOR JANUARY-2020

01 WED 05.00 p.m. Benediction, Cathedral.

03 FRI 11.00 a.m. Blessing of new class rooms,

Pidaripattu, Anilady.

06.00 p.m. Mass, Sacred Heart Basilica.

06-10 Clergy Annual Retreat- First

Batch, Archbishop’s House,

Pondicherry.

12 SUN 09.30 a.m. First Holy Communion Mass,

Petit HSS.

11.30 a.m. Mass, Cathedral- Inauguration of

the Year of Youth.

13 MON 08.00 a.m. Feast Mass, Ulundurpet.

15 WED 06.30 a.m. Jubilee Mass, FIHM, St. Ann's

HSS, Cuddalore-1.

18 SAT 11.00 a.m. Mass, St. Ann's Convent,

Ariyalur Thirukkai, Kakkanur.

19 SUN 10.00 a.m. Mass, Senatus, Cathedral.

21 TUE 11.30 a.m Feast Mass St. Agnes' Seminary,

Cuddalore-1.

22 WED 06.15 a.m. Mass, Cathedral.

23 THU 07.30 a.m. Feast Mass, Konankuppam.

26 SUN 07.00 a.m. Mass, Reddiyarpalayam.

27 MON 06.00 a.m. Mass, Varadarajanpet.

31 FRI 10.00 a.m. Mass, Amalorpavam CBSE

School, Pondy.

                    [sd]+Most Rev. Dr. A. Anandarayar

      Archbishop of Pondicherry and Cuddalore

ARCHBISHOP'S EDUCATION FUND

No.      Date              Name                                            Amount

1 06.12.19 St.Francis Xavier parish, Villupuram 12000

2 “ Immaculate Convent, Villupuram 4000

3 “ S.Amalorpavam, Villupuram 1000

4 “ V.Ambrose, Villupuram 1000

5 “ Ret. Railway workers, Villupuram 1000

6 “ Well wishers, Villupuram 1560

7 10.12.19 Cathedral Parish 20000

8 “ Yvette, Pondicherry 2000

9 “ Aroquiamarie, Pondicherry 2000

10 “ Marie Anna Dayavady, Pondicherry 2000

11 “ S.Maire Joseph Christian, Pondicherry 2000

12 “ Bon Secours Convent, Pondicherry 2000

13 “ S.Regis, Pondicherry 2000

14 “ Jacintha Selvaraj, Muthialpet 500

15 “ S.Arago, Pondicherry 500

16 “ Charles Jagan Prince, Pondicherry 500

17 “ Stephen Louis, Melvazhi 500

18 “ Antony Felix Francis, Pondicherry 500

19 “ Mories Santhoeshnathan, Pondicherry 200

20 “ S.P.Jayabalan, Pondicherry 200

21 “ A.Mary Anjaline, Pondicherry 200

Edu. Fund
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22 “ Packiam Textiles, Pondicherry 200

23 “ C.Gnanamani, Pondicherry 200

24 “ A.Alisthin, Pondicherry 100

25 “ ML Prakash, Pondicherry 100

26 “ Well wishers, Cathedral 3600

27 “ Leonce, Pondicherry 5000

28 “ P.Joseph, Pondicherry 2000

29 “ P.Antoine Anandou, Pondicherry 2000

30 “ Victorien, Pondicherry 300

31 18.12.19 Fr.Bernard Dore 5000

32 20.12.19 JMJ Sisters, Marakkanam 5000

33 “ Bethlemite Convent, Reddiarpalayam 2000

34 “ Srs. Of St.Joseph of Chambery, Villupuram 1000

35 “ Santa Clara Convent, K.Manaveli 1000

36 “ Well wisher, Pondy 500

37 “ Vincent A Marin, Kallery 25000

38 26.12.19 Petit Seminaire Hr.Sec.School, Pondicherry 100000

39 “ St.Joseph’s College, Cuddalore 100000

40 “ Adaikala Annai Hr.Sec.School, Viriyur 50000

41 “ Cluny Provincialate, Pondicherry 10000

42 “ St.Anne’s Mat.Hr.Sec.School, Panurti 5000

43 “ St.Anne’s Convent, Anguchettypalayam 5000

44 “ Sri P Muthaiyar Hr.Sec.School, Panurti 5000

45 “ St.Anne’s Convent, Panurti 2000

46 “ Udhayam, DHM, Parangipettai 1500

47 “ Immaculate Generalate, Pondicherry 20001

48 “ St.Anne’s CBSE school, Cuddalore 5001

49 “ Immaculate Provincialate, Thirupapuliyur 20000

50 “ Immacualte Girls Hr.Sec.School, Pondicherry 10001

51 “ St.Anne’s Girls Hr.Sec.school, Cuddalore 10000

52 “ Idhaya College, Pakkamudayanpet, Pondicherry 5000

53 “ Immacualte Hr.Sec.School, Ariyankuppam 5000

54 “ St.Anne’s Nrusery school, Cuddalore 5000

55 “ Superior, Chinnakanagankuppam, Cuddalore 5000

56 “ Sr.Philominamary, Idhaya College, Pondicherry 5000

57 “ Immaculate High School, Villianur 2000

58 “ Immaculate Convent, Ariyankuppam 2000

59 “ Deepaoli High School, Thondamanatham 2000

60 “ St.Joseph’s Mat.Hr.Sec.School, Koothapakkam 2000

61 “ Immaculate High School, Nellithope 2000

62 “ Immaculate Social Service Society, Uppalam 2000

63 “Thiaga Jothi Community Development Centre, Thattanchavady

2000

64 “ Shri Hindocha Charitable Trust, Ariyur 1000

65 “ Immaculate Home, Kakayanthope, Ariyankuppam 1000

66 “ Sacred Heart Model school convent, Cuddalore 1000

67 “ St.Joseph’s High school, Muthialpet 1000

68 “ Immaculate Convent, Cuddalore 1000

69 “ Sacred Heart Teacher Training school, Cuddalore 1000

70 “ Immaculate Convent, Reddiarpalayam 1000

71 “ St.Joseph’s Hr.Sec.School, Cuddalore 200000

72 “ Petit Seminaire CBSE School, Pondicherry 50000

73 “ Krupalaya, Ariyankuppam 3000

74 31.12.19 Keerthy, Pondicherry 25000

75 “ Kavya, Pondicherry 25000

Total as on 31.12.2019 801163

Received up to 30.11.2019 37720455

Grand Total 38521618

[sd]+Most Rev. Dr. A. Anandarayar

  Archbishop of Pondicherry and Cuddalore
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DISBURSEMENT OF ARCHDIOCESAN SCHOLARSHIP

Dear Rev. Fathers,

Greetings to you in the Holy name of Jesus! Thank you for
your prayers and wishes during the Holy Season of Christmas.As
you know, our beloved Archbishop is much interested in the
education of the poor children as a part of it, this year on
21.12.2019 we could help 187 poor students with educational
scholarships amounting to Rs. 2,80,500/-  We thank Rev. Fr. C.
Francis Joseph Agarwala, VF &PP,  and Mr. Angelo Pinto for
making arrangements for a fine distribution.

Please give us your continuous cooperation for the well-being
of each of us and that of our
Archdiocese. I promise my
humble prayers for your good
health and peace in your

respective ministry places.

Very Rev. Msgr. A. Arulanandam

Vicar General

    Surplus Mass Intentions received  for the month of
 December - 2019

Date Name of the Parish               No. of Masses
02.12.2019 Nellithope Parish              320 mass intentions
02.12.2019 Fr.A.Arulanandam           55 mass intentions
09.12.2019 Sacred Heart Basilica     170 mass intentions
20.12.2019 Murungampakkam Parish   100 mass intentions

Rev.Fr. M.Gregory Louis Joseph

  Procurator

WISHES

23rd Anniversary of Episcopal Consecration

His Grace our Archbishop celebrates the 23rd Anniversary

of his Episcopal Consecration on 29th January 2020.

Let us pray for his Grace in a very special way on that day. We

wish His Grace Ad Multos Annos.

                Fr. A. Kulandai Yesu Raja

              Secretary to the Archbishop

------------------------------------

NECROLOGY

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:
03-01-1957 Chaumartin. J, MEP
03-01-2011 Arokiaraj R. S
04-01-1984 Lourdusamy. A
04-01-1975 Abel.M
04-01-1998 Viallet Henri Adophe, MEP
06-01-1969 Curtin. M
07-01-1963 Jacob Pazhampallil
07-01-1987 Solomon. E
07-01-1995 Irudayasamy.A
07-01-2017 Cornu. C, MEP
08-01-1987 Emmanuel Melvattam
09-01-1965 Swamikannu P. A
09-01-2017 David. C
10-01-1962 Antonisamy. T
10-01-1972 Palliparambil. A
11-01-1985 Gnanamanickam. I
14-01-1951 Seyres. B., MEP
17-01-2003 Lazar Montfort
22-01-2008 Irudayam. P
25-01-2000 Arulappan. A
25-01-2013 Pennal Gerard, MEP
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26-01-2007 John Bosco. V
28-01-1977 Massot. C, MEP
28-01-1984 Irudayaraj. K. G
31-01-2007 Adaikalasamy. S

Voice from Metropolitan Matrimonial Tribunal – 111

Reverend and dear Fathers,

I here below submit a short report of the activity of our Metropolitan
Tribunal in 2019. I am happy to inform you that our Metropolitan
Tribunal has concluded 27 cases (by nullity 23 cases, Suspension 01
Case, Reconciliation 01 Case and by documentary Process 02 cases)
and Petitions rejected and not registered were 24 in 2019. I take this
opportunity to thank our Archbishop for his support, the collaboration
of the tribunal personnel and you my dear Fathers for your kind
cooperation.  I wish you A Happy New Year 2020.

Thanking you,
  I remain,

Yours sincerely in Christ,
 Sd/

 [Fr. S.Pascal Raj]

Judicial Vicar

1. ACTIVITY OF THE TRIBUNAL IN FIRST INSTANCE – IN
2019

I/ NULLITY CASES

1) Causes pending at the beginning of the year 2019 05
2) Causes introduced and accepted in 2019 27
3) Petitions rejected and not registered in 2019 24

—

56
4) Causes closed in 2019 27

Through the Sentences given in favour of Nullity 23
Through Documentary Process 02
Through Reconciliation Process 01

Through Suspension (c.1518) 01

5) Causes pending at the end of the year 2019 05

6) The Sentences given in favour of Nullity were on the following
Grounds

1) Lack of Due Discretion of Judgement- (C-1095 2º) -17 Cases

2) Inability to Assume Marital Obligations- (C-1095 3º) - 1 Case
3) Deceit      - (C-1098) -21 Cases

4) Partial Simulation - (C-1101 §2) -11 Cases

  Exclusion of Bonum Prolis  -  9 Cases

Exclusion of Bonum Fidei -  8 Cases

Exclusion of Bonum Coniugum   -  9 Cases

5) Force and Fear - (C-1103)   -   1 Case

7) Documentary Process – cases concluded - 2 Cases

1) Previous Marriage Bond - (C.1085 § 1,2, - 1 Case

2) Lack of Canonical Form - (cc.1108 § 1,2 ;

1127 § 2; 1055§ 2) - 1 Case

2). ACTIVITY OF THE TRIBUNAL IN SECOND INSTANCE

– IN 2018

       (The Causes of the Tribunal of the Dioceses of 1) Dharmapuri,
2), Kumbakonam, 3) Salem and 4) Thanjavur).

1) Causes pending at the beginning of the year 2019 Nil
2) Causes introduced in 2019 0
3) Decrees of ratification in 2019 0
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—
4) Causes pending at the end of the year 2019 Nil
5) Grounds of Nullity considered in the Decrees

Sd/
Fr. S.Pascal Raj

               Judicial Vicar

Kind attention to the Beloved Parish Priests:

I sincerely thank all parish priests for your good cooperation in
sorting out the marital issues in our tribunal. As you all know well that

no petitioner to the tribunal will be entertained without your letter
as Parish Priest. I thank you for taking initiative in meeting the parties

and trying for reconciliation among themselves before you bringing to
the notice to the tribunal for the trial. Those parties’ marriage have

taken place within our archdiocese are only admitted for trial in our
tribunal court. Unless you find a reason or canonical ground to nullify

the marriage in the church, kindly do not refer or send them to the
tribunal. May the families and youth be blessed in your parishes in 2020.

II. Points to Ponder

• The Lord never tires of forgiving, it is we who tire of asking

for forgiveness. – Pope Francis

• A Spirit with a vision is a dream with a mission. – Neil Peart

• Nothing is so strong as gentleness, nothing so gentle as real

strength. – St. Francis de Sales

• Good things come to those who wait; Better things come to

those who think and act; Best comes to those who pray believe,

think and act.

• When mind is weak, situation becomes problem; when mind is

balanced, situation becomes a challenged; When mind is strong,

situation becomes an opportunity. It’s all mind game, be strong.

For your kind information: I am in First Batch Annual Clergy

Retreat from 06th to 10th January 2020, Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu

Canonists Association (TNCA) meets at Archbishop’s House, St. Paul’s

Conference Hall, Pondicherry 21st & 22nd January 2020.  Thanking

you.

Fr. S.Pascal Raj
            Judicial Vicar

Commissions and Reports
St. Xavier’s Pastoral Centre

Commission for Evangelization

On 21st December, we had the third Saturday Prayer

Meeting conducted by Rev. Fr. A. Pakkianathan, the Chancellor

of Palayamkottai Diocese. It was really a wonderful spiritual

experience and an apt preparation for the celebration of the

birth of our Lord. This month in January 2020, we have Rev.

Fr. Felix Maduram, OCD, Director of Jeeva Jothi Ashram,

Gandarvakottai, Tanjore diocese will conduct this Prayer

Meeting on 18th January from 09.30 a.m. to 04.30 p.m. And a

Lay brother Mr. Inbanathan, a very good singer and musician

will accompany him and animate the prayer. Kindly announce

to the people regarding this because, a lot people from the

parishes of Pondicherry, Cuddalore, Tindivanam and

Villupuram areas are coming. We have around 400 people
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coming everymonth and praying. All are grown up people.

They are seriously participating. We do not charge anything.

Meals, tea and tiffin are free. And our voluntary group called,

“St. Xavier Pastoral Centre Prayer Preparatory Group” is

arranging everything. I am really grateful to them and admire

and appreciate them.

– Fr. A. Andrews Majella, Secretary

Commission for Communication and Mass Media

We had a Madha T.V. family get together on 12th December

at Santhome Communication Centre. Seven of us, who

are involved in the production of our diocesan programmes

participated in this event. They really appreciated us. This

year we have produced the Diocesan carols Programme

with a great help of Very Rev. Sr. Devasir Mary, the

Provincial of the Immaculate Heart of Mary’s Congregation

of Pondicherry Province and their community Sisters at

Thirupapuliyur. The program was shot at the Provincialate

auditorium with the help of Lourdes T.V. video camera

people and with sound system of Mr. Kalai @ Maran of

Annai Sound Service and editing done by Mr. Adaikalam.

All these were co-ordinated by Rev. Fr. Jayanth Rayan,

our Curia Secretary very effectively. And this was telecasted

on 24th December at 12.30 a.m. I do greatly thank all these

people for their enthusiastic participation. Also I thank all

the parishes and institutions who brought their people and

students to sing the carols. Everybody did very fantastically.

Also, with the same recording team and along with the

technicians and officials of Madha T.V. we conducted a

Christmas Programme at Pulichapallam, St, Joseph’s

Palliative Care Centre, run by Rev. Fr. Thomas who is always

recognized as Paleswaram Thomas, who was in great

trouble last year. Rev. Fr. Jayanth Rayan approached the

Petit Seminaire Hr. Sec. School, St. Antony’s Hr. Sec.

School, Cluny Hr. Sec. School, Immaculate Hr. Sec. School

and arranged for carols singing and X’ Mas dances. This

was performed in the open air inspite of little disturbances

by rain and we have made it as a short documentary

Christmas Programme for Rev. Fr. Thomas who has 6

centres for the dying destitute people.  And he is taking

care of these people for the past 11 years and he says that

so for he has witnessed more than 6300 people dying with

dignity in these centres. This programme was telecasted on

Christmas day (25th) evening by 09.00 p.m. I thank very

much Fr. Jayanth Rayan’s team and Madha T.V. for this

event. Also I thank Rev. Fr. Pascal Raj, Principal and the

teachers of Petit Seminaire Higher Secondary School and

Mr. Murugan of Annai Sound Service and Mr. Velmurugan,

Rangapillai & co who arranged for food, sound system and

stage settings.

Synod 2019

Dear Fathers, In the last College of Consultors’ meeting

conducted on 28th November Archbishop presented, the

Core Groups consolidation of the final proposals approved

by the Synod and enumerated by the drafting committee to
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the consultors for their information and comments. Then

taking these into account, the Archbishop asked the Core

Committee to prepare a time bound action plans before

the promulgation of the pastoral plans for our diocese

proposed by the IIIrd Synod of Pondicherry. So the Core

Committee is doing this work. Most probably at the end of

January, the Archbishop may announce His decisions.

National Diocesan Priests Congress (Jan. 28th – 31st) by

CDPI

Dear Fathers, I have already sent the circular and the

enrolment form to you regarding the Diocesan Priests’ Congress

to be held from 28th to 31st January 2020. Some have responded

positively. I am giving the total programme of the Congress. I

have also sent you the program by whatsApp. to you.

This is the Program which will be of great use for our

Priesthood.
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Family Commission

Dear Fathers,

The family commission has arranged marriage preparation

course during Pongal holidays i.e. January 14,15,16 at Sacred Heart

Basilica. You can send the Youngsters from your parish for this

course. The tution fee is Rs. 500.

Thank you very much for your kind cooperation.

Rev. Fr. S. Kulandaisamy

Secretary,

Family Commission

Note: Dr. J. Irudayaraj, Medical consultant will be available at the
Petit Health Care during the Retreat from 07-01-19 To 11-01-
19 between 4pm to 6 pm for consultation and health check.

Dear Fathers,

There is a need of updating Addresses of the Parishes, Instutions
belonging to the New District of Kallakurichi. Those who are
belonging to New District of Kallakurichi, kindly send  your updated
Address to our office, as soon as possible.

Thanking you,

Rev. Fr. A. Kulandai Yesu Raja

Secretary to the Archbishop
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