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Message

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for
April 2022
For Health Care Workers – We pray for health care
workers who serve the sick and the elderly, especially in
the poorest countries; may they be adequately supported
by governments and local communities.

MESSAGE

Glorious Calvary!
The graphic exhibition of violence of Roman crucifixion,
projected by Mel Gibson’s ‘The Passion of the Christ’ can be
called ‘the Longest Day’ (L. Legrand, ITS, 41, 2004) due to
its over-display of too much blood and gore. People, watching
this movie became spell-bound, shocked and their eyes
showered tears. However, when we see the end-result of the
passion of Christ we come to understand that Jesus’ passion
did not have a pathetic end; we pray in the Common Preface
(VI) of the Roman Missal: “He endured his Passion, so as to
break the bonds of death and manifest the resurrection.”
Isaiah foretold: “He was wounded for our transgressions” (Isa
53:5). So also, the early Church believed that “Christ offered
once to bear the sins of many” (Heb 9:28).
Jesus the Warrior!
Woes, defeats and disasters encircle the true servants of
God, like Abraham, Moses, Job and Jeremiah. Buried by
suffering these holy men walked in deep faith in Yahweh,
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discovering the purifying value of suffering (Ps 73:17; Deut
8:5; Jer 9:6). We are used to mourning over Jesus as a
Suffering Servant of Yahweh (Cf. Isa 52-53). True, this might
look valid when we read the passion narratives of the Synoptic
Gospels. Nevertheless, the Johannine outlook is different. In
the passion narrative, described by John, it is Jesus who takes
control of all those who interact with him: Pilate, Peter, chief
priest, soldiers and mourning crowd. Instead of Pilate
questioning Jesus, it is Jesus who questions Pilate. No
Veronica to console and no Simeon to help him carry the
cross, Jesus carried “the cross by himself; he went out to
Golgotha” (Jn 19:17). Even at Golgotha he is the master of
the situation until he said: “It is finished” (Jn 19:30). R. E.
Brown states that in John’s narrative it is Jesus and not Pilate
who acts as Judge putting his adversaries on trial so much so
that Jesus is the ‘King of kings and the Lord of lords’ (Rev.
17:14) {Gospel of St. John, II, 863}. This warrior-motif is
succinctly demonstrated by Revelation.
The Lamb Standing!
The Revelation pictures Jesus on Calvary as “the Lamb
standing as if it had been slaughtered” (Rev 5:6). Here the
author combines the theme of Suffering Servant/Slain Lamb
with the motif of Pascal Lamb/Warrior Lamb. When we read
this with another vision: “The Lamb standing on Mount Zion”
(Rev 14:1) we are able to see a ‘militant warfare’ in Calvary
against death and Evil. The Cross for Jesus was not a symbol
of suffering, but a weapon of war. That is why this Lamb is
with ‘horns’ of power, ‘eyes’ of omniscience and ‘spirit’ of
omnipresence (Rev 5:6). Early Christians, living under crisis
and conflict on account of their faith in Jesus, believed that
Jesus on the cross engaged in war with the devil and brought
victory over death (1Cor 15:54). Therefore, for Jesus, the
suffering of the Cross was means to achieve the end result of
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resurrection, signifying the death of Death, bringing us a hope
of victory over Evil. At this moment it is relevant to remember
what Pope Benedict XVI stated: “Resurrection was not about
a deceased individual coming back to life at a certain point,
but an ontological leap occurred…creating for all of us a new
space of life” (Jesus of Nazareth, Vol. II, 274).
Share Christ’s Suffering!
As Christian disciples we are expected to rejoice to share
Christ’s suffering which is salvific, bringing new life of
resurrection (Cf. 1 Pet 4:13-14). Paul told the Galatians: “I
am again in childbirth until Christ is formed in you” (Gal
4:19) and the same Paul wrote to the Colossians: “I am now
rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake” (Col 1:24) and he
was happy to list his stations of the Cross to the Christians in
Rome and in Corinth (Rom 7;12; 1Cor 4; 2Cor 4; 6; 11).
What is the goal of his sufferings? He expressed to the
Philippians that he wanted sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like Jesus in his death if somehow, he might attain
the resurrection from the dead (Phil 3:10-11). This is equal
to him crucifying with Christ (Rom 6:6; cf also 6:4, 10).
Ignatius of Antioch and many other martyrs, for the sake of
their faith, rejoiced to join Jesus in his Way of the Cross which
led them to take part in His resurrection.
Victorious Calvary!
As per the above narratives, Calvary
is not just a place of Jesus’ death, it is the
place of his victory of resurrection. He
brought forth this victory and salvation for
us through his passion and death. In fact,
we observe the Lenten days of passion
in order to obtain the life of resurrection.
Many a time, our Good Friday bypasses
Easter Sunday; because of our slackness of conversion of
Newsletter

Archdiocese of Pondicherry - Cuddalore

April 2022

122

Message

heart we continue to remain in Good Friday only. But,
through self-denial (Mt 16:24), patient endurance in faithcommitment (Rev 13:10; 2Thess 3:5) and faith-witness even
unto death (Rev 12:11) we can reach the victorious Calvary
to enjoy the life of resurrection.

Wish you all a very Joyous Easter!
1. Welcome to the Apostolic Nuncio
On behalf of the Archdiocese, I whole
hear tedly welcome His Excellency
Most.Rev.Dr. LeopoldoGirelli, Apostolic
Nuncio - India and Nepal, to our Archdiocese
of Pondicherry – Cuddalore, who is installing
the new Archbishop on Friday, 29th April,
2022. Hearty Welcome Your Excellency.
2. Welcome to the New Archbishop
His Holiness Pope Francis has
appointed Most Rev. Francis Kalist (64)
Bishop of Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, as the new
Metropolitan Archbishop of PondicherryCuddalore in Tamilnadu. This provision was
made public on Saturday 19 March, 2022.
Bishop Francis Kalist was born on 23
November, 1957 in Ritapuram, in the district of Kanyakumari,
Diocese of Kottar. He attended elementary school in
Ritapuram and then entered the minor seminary of St. John’s,
Sardhana, Meerut. He continued his training at St. Albert’s
major seminary, Ranchi, for philosophy and theology studies.
He was ordained priest on 30 December 1982, in Meerut,
and incardinated in the same Diocese.
After ordination he held the following positions: 19821984: Vicar, Sacred Heart Church, Roorkee; 1984-1986:
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Vicar, St. Pius Church, Bachraon; 1986-1989: Pastor, St.
James Church, Sirsanal Village; 1989-1995: Pastor, St. Paul’s
Church, Christnagar; 1995-1999: Pastor, St. Francis Church,
Swar; 1999-2002: Rector, St. John’s Minor Seminary and
Administrator of the Basilica Shrine of “ Our Lady of Graces”,
Sardhana; 2002-2008: Rector, St. Francis Xavier Regional
Philosophate, Etmadpur, Archdiocese of Agra. From 1992
to 2002, he was also diocesan director of evangelization.
Pope Benedict XVI appointed him at the age of 51 as
the third Bishop of Meerut on 3 December 2008 and was
ordained Bishop on 8 February 2009. He is currently the
Chairman of the CCBI Commission for Women and the
Episcopal Advisor of National Charismatic Service Team and
the Patron Bishop of the DMI & MMI Religious Congregations.
Archdiocese of Pondicherry-Cuddalore became vacant
on 27 January, 2021 by the resignation of late Archbishop
Antony Anandarayar, who passed away on 4 May 2021 due
to covid related illness. As you know I am was appointed the
Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese on 27 January
2021.
On behalf of the Clergy, Religious and lay Faithful of the
Archdiocese of Pondicherry-Cuddalore I am glad to welcome
Most Rev. Msgr. Francis Kalist, Archbishop of our
Archdiocese.

Installation of the New Archbishop
I am pleased to inform you that the Installation of Most
Rev. Msgr. Francis Kalist, as the new Archbishop of
Pondicherry-Cuddalore, will be in the Petit Seminaire Primary
School ground on Friday 29 April 2022. The details of this
ceremony is given below:
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05.00 pm Vesting
05.30 pm Holy Mass
07.15 pm Civic (Public) Function
08.00 pm Supper
Dear Rev. Fathers,
Kindly note down in your dairy.
3. Clergy Sanctification Day, PENITENTIAL SERVICE
& CHRISM MASS

Date: Monday 11th April 2022 and Venue: Cathedral
Time Table
03: 00 pm : Tea
03: 30 pm : Spiritual Talk
V Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
V Exhortation
V Spiritual Talk
V Individual Confession at 04:15 pm
V Benediction
05: 15 pm : Break and Vesting (Archbishop’s House)
05: 30 pm : Chrism Mass at Cathedral
07: 15 pm : Supper
4. Please Note! – on Accounts:

Keeping accurate and update account is a serious duty
and responsibility of the Parish Priests and Heads of the
Educational Institutions (cf. Can. 1284). All parish priests and
Heads of the Institutions are reminded of this serious
responsibility and asked to submit the accounts of the
financial year 2021-2022 to the procurator on or before 30th
April 2022. Accounts are to be submitted to the procurator
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and all the accounts will be audited only by our Archdiocesan
auditors.

+ Antonysamy Peter Abir
Apostolic Administrator,
Archdiocese of Pondicherry - Cuddalore.
Surplus Mass Intentions received for February-2022
Date

Name of the Parish

No. of Masses

04.02.2022

Nellithope Parish

240 mass intentions

10.02.2022

Cuddalore OT Parish

106 mass intentions

15.02.2022

Thirupapuliyur Parish

12 mass intentions

16.02.2022
17.02.2022

Vinoba Nagar Parish
Notre Dame Des Anges

17.02.2022

Konankuppam Parish

21.02.2022

Melnariappanur Parish

70 mass intentions

21.02.2022
22.02.2022

Sacred Heart Basilica
Uppalam Parish

215 mass intentions
167 mass intentions

24.02.2022

Ariyankuppam Parish

30 mass intentions

72 mass intentions
194 mass intentions
1335 mass intentions

Rev. Fr. J. M. Gregory Louis Joseph
Financial Administrator
1. Birthday to our Apostolic Administrator:
His Excellency Most Rev. Msgr. Antonysamy Peter
Abir celebrates his birthday on 7th April 2022. Let us
pray for his Excellency in a special way on that day. We wish his
Excellency Ad Multos Annos.

Rev. Fr. J. John Paul
Office secretary
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Voice from Metropolitan Matrimonial Tribunal – 136
Highlights of the 31st Annual Meet of Tamil Nadu
Canonists’ Association
The 31stAnnual Meeting of the Tamil Nadu Canonists’
Association began on 15th March 2022, Tuesday at 10.00
am with lighting the lamb by Rev. Fr. S. Pascal Raj, Rev. Fr.
Angel, Rev. Fr. Philomindoss, Rev. Fr. Antony, Rev. Fr. Felix,
Sr. Chinna Rani. Then there was a song invoking the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, reading of the scripture and prayer by Rev.
Fr. Francis Gerard. Fr. S. Pascal Raj, the President of TNCA
welcomed all the participants. Rev. Fr. Angel had briefly
spoken about the recently deceased members of the TNCA.
Then we had a minute of silence to pay homage to the Late
Most Rev. Dr. Antony Anandarayar, Fr. Jayaseelan SJ, Fr. Don
Bosco SDC and Fr. Francis Vincent (Kottar Diocese). The
minutes of the previous meeting was read out by Fr. Xavier
Devasagayam, previous secretary and approved by the
participants. 41 canonists attended the annual meeting.
The first session began at 10.30 am. Rev. Fr. Nobert Thomas
– Tuticorin Diocese presented the first paper on the theme
‘’Pre- Marital Sex and Living Together’’ in Married Life:
Canonical and Pastoral Perspective.”The session was
moderated by Fr. James Anthuvan of Sivagangai Diocese.
The members had raised a few clarifications and questions.
Then we had the coffee break. The second session began at
11.45 am, Fr. A. J. Jagadish (Vellore Diocese) presented the
paper on: “Spiritual life of the Newly Married Couples: A
Practical Guide.” Fr. Arumainathan OFM Cap moderated the
session. Then there was good interaction of the members.
The paper was appreciated by the participants for its clarity
and the suggestions proposed by the author for the young
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married couples. There were a few interactions of the
participants then we went for lunch at 1.00 pm. The third
session began at 3.00 pm. Fr. Alex Gnanaraj of Madurai
Diocese presented a paper on: Responsible Parenthood. The
paper was presented in Tamil. It was insightful and
informative regarding the upbringing of the children. Fr. Louis
Rayar (Diocese of Chingleput) moderated the session. The
participants left for tea at 4pm. Fr. Philomindoss, Director of
TNBCLC presented a scholarly paper on “The change in
the book VI - Sanctions” in the evening (fourth) session at
6.00 p m. Then we had the discussion on the presentation.
Fr. Antony Jesu Raj moderated the session. At 7.15 am, we
had the holy Eucharist, presided by Rev. Fr. George of Kottar
Diocese.
On the second day, 16th March 2022 at 6.30 am, the
participants have p rayed together the lauds and the Holy
mass was presided over by Most. Rev. Dr. Rayappan, the
Bishop of Salem. The mass was offered for the repose of soul
of late Most Rev. Dr. Ananda Rayar (Archbishop Emeritus of
Pondicherry - Cuddalore, Fr. Jayaseelan SJ, Fr. Don Bosco
SDC and Fr. Vincent (Kottar Diocese). The first session of the
second day began at 8.40 am with the key note address by
Most Rev. Dr. Rayappan on ‘’ Revision of the Book VI Sanctions”. This session was moderated by Fr. Felix. In the
second session Fr. Lourdusamy, Prof. St. Peter’s Pontifical
Institute presented “on the norms to be followed in the
preliminary Investigation in Treating the cases on “More
Grave Delicts against Morals” committed by the clerics. Rev.
Fr. Martin Manuel chaired the session. After the deliberations
of the participants we had a coffee break. At 11.00 am, Fr.
Alagu Selvam of Salem Diocese enlightened the august
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gathering on “Canonical Updates”. This third session was
moderated by Fr. John Diraviam, Madurai Diocese. Fr.
Michael Anand OFM has shared the recent “Civil Up dates”.
The session was very useful to know the recent rulings and
judgements and amendments. It was moderated by Fr. Xavier
Devasagayam.
Four penalists (Fr. Lourdusamy, Fr. Alagu Selvam, Fr. Felix
and Fr. S. Pascal Raj adorned the dais and answered the
questions of the participants At the end of the fourth session
the participants introduced themselves. The office bearers of
the TNCA and the participants were actively involved in the
Business session to decide about the venue and date of the
next meeting. The dates of the next meeting would be 24
and 25 Jan 2023 and the venue could be Tindivanam or
Poondi. Fr. Sagayaraj MF had agreed to present a paper on
the topic “Uniform Civil Code and Fr. John Diraviam had
consented to present a paper on “Synodality”. It was opined
by a member to extend the meeting till Evening so that
afternoon session could be set apart for the panel discussion
and question and answer session. The suggestion was
declined. It was opined to begin the session at 9.15 am and
the first session could begin at 9.45 am in order that adequate
time is given for the questions and clarifications. The paper
presentation by the speaker could be restricted to 30 minutes.
It was suggested that the new comers present to the
participants a short summary of their thesis in the annual
meeting. Fr. Philomindoss, the Treasurer presented the
financial statement of the Association. The two days annual
meet of TNCA concluded with vote of thanks of Fr. Sagayaraj
MF. Three books were introduced to the participants during
the annual meet. Fr. John Diraviam has written two books:
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reflection on psalms and other on word of God and Fr.
Lourdusamy had introduced his recent book on Canon Law
on Prenuptial Preparation and Marriage Celebration. After
the recitation of the Angelus, the meeting ended with Lunch.
Rev. Fr. Rayappan, Pp
Kurubagaram
Points to Ponder:
• “Feel the depth of the sentence- “God does not
like the hardness of
Tongue & Heart that’s why he made them boneless.”
•

•

•
•
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Whenever you do not understand what’s happening in
your life, just close your eyes, take a deep breath and
say “God, I know it’s your plan, just help me through it.”
Stronger than Knowledge: I believe that imagination
is stronger than knowledge. That myth is more potent
than history. That dreams are more powerful than facts.
That hope always triumphs over experience. That
laughter is the only cure for grief. And I believe that love
is stronger than death.
– Robert Fulghum
Do everything with a good heart and expect nothing in
return, and you will never be disappointed.
What is the hardest thing to Break? Surprisingly
the answer is : HABIT! If you break the H, you still
have ‘A BIT’. If you break the ‘A’, you still have BIT. If
you break the ‘B’, you still have ‘IT’. Even after you
break the ‘T’ in IT, There is still the ‘I’. And that (I) is the
root cause for all problems…!

•
•
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Do whatever you feel right to your heart because people
will criticize any way.
Expect more from yourself than from others. Because
expectations from others hurt a lot, while expectations
from yourself inspire a lot. That’s life.

For you kind information:
Dear beloved parish priests,
Due to Covid 19, the third waves, we are still reluctant to
function the tribunal office. Kindly cooperate and do not send
any petitioner till everything takes normalcy. May I wish you
Fruitful Holy Week and Happy Easter to All.
Rev. Fr. S. Pascal Raj
Judicial Vicar

St. Xavier’s Pastoral Centre
Commission for Evangelization
Dear fathers, people are longing now to come for prayer
meetings and listen to the Word of God and to get enriched
spiritually. So in the month of May during the week end of
the third week, we are happy to inform you to restart our
third Saturday charismatic healing prayer meeting with a
“three days Charismatic Manadu”. A well known charismatic
preacher from the diocese of Sivgangai Rev. Fr. Aaron and
his team will conduct this convention. Kindly inform the
people with regard to this. It will be on 20th, to 22nd of May
from 09.30 a.m. to 05. p.m. every day.
Commission for Media and Communication
I thank all the Rev. Fathers who have given their parish
contributions of the world Communication Sunday. For this
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year, our Holy Father has already given his message for the
56 th World Communication Sunday on the Theme:
“Listening with the ears of the Heart”. Since, this will be
usually celebrated in the month of July in Tamilnadu and
Pondicherry, I shall give this message in English in this
newsletter and the Tamil translation, will be given you in the
News Letter of the month of May. Usually, in Tamil Nadu,
Madha TV and SIGNIS Tamil Nadu will take up the planning
of the celebration for one week. I shall keep you informed of
the details of the programme once the planning meeting is
over.

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 56th WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL
COMMUNICATIONS
Listening with the ear of the Heart
Dear brothers and sisters,
Last year we reflected on the need to “Come and See”
in order to discover reality and be able to recount it beginning
with experiencing events and meeting people. Continuing
in this vein, I would now like to draw attention to another
word , “listen”, which is decisive in the grammar of
communication and a condition for genuine dialogue.
In fact, we are losing the ability to listen to those in front
of us, both in the normal course of everyday relationships
and when debating the most important issues of civil life. At
the same time, listening is undergoing an important new
development in the field of communication and information
through the various podcasts and audio messages available
that serve to confirm that listening is still essential in human
communication.
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A respected doctor, accustomed to treating the wounds
of the soul, was once asked what the greatest need of human
beings is. He replied: “The boundless desire to be heard”. A
desire that often remains hidden, but that challenges anyone
who is called upon to be an educator or formator, or who
otherwise performs a communicative role: parents and
teachers, pastors and pastoral workers, communication
professionals and others who carry out social or political
service.
Listening with the ear of the heart
From the pages of Scripture we learn that listening means
not only the perception of sound, but is essentially linked to
the dialogical relationship between God and humanity.
“Shema’ Israel - Hear, O Israel” (Dt 6:4), the opening words
of the first commandment of the Torah, is continually
reiterated in the Bible, to the point that Saint Paul would
affirm that “faith comes through listening”
(cf. Rom 10:17). The initiative, in fact, is God’s, who
speaks to us, and to whom we respond by listening to him.
In the end, even this listening comes from his grace, as is the
case with the newborn child who responds to the gaze and
the voice of his or her mother and father. Among the five
senses, the one favoured by God seems to be hearing,
perhaps because it is less invasive, more discreet than sight,
and therefore leaves the human being more free.
Listening corresponds to the humble style of God. It is
the action that allows God to reveal himself as the One who,
by speaking, creates man and woman in his image, and by
listening recognizes them as his partners in dialogue. God
loves humanity: that is why he addresses his word to them,
and why he “inclines his ear” to listen to them.
On the contrary, human beings tend to flee the
relationship, to turn their back and “close their ears” so they
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do not have to listen. The refusal to listen often ends up
turning into aggression towards the other, as happened to
those listening to the deacon Stephen who, covering their
ears, all turned on him at once (cf. Acts 7:57).
On the one hand, then, God always reveals himself by
communicating freely; and on the other hand, man and
woman are asked to tune in, to be willing to listen. The Lord
explicitly calls the human person to a covenant of love, so
that they can fully become what they are: the image and
likeness of God in his capacity to listen, to welcome, to give
space to others. Fundamentally, listening is a dimension of
love.
This is why Jesus calls his disciples to evaluate the quality
of their listening. “Take heed then how you hear” (Lk 8:18):
this is what he exhorts them to do after recounting the parable
of the sower, making it understood that it is not enough simply
to listen, but that it is necessary to listen well.
Only those who receive the word with an “honest and
good” heart and keep it faithfully bear the fruit of life and
salvation (cf. Lk 8:15). It is only by paying attention to whom
we listen, to what we listen, and to how we listen that we can
grow in the art of communicating, the heart of which is not a
theory or a technique, but the “openness of heart that makes
closeness possible” (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii
Gaudium, 171).
We all have ears, but many times even those with perfect
hearing are unable to hear another person. In fact, there is
an interior deafness worse than the physical one. Indeed,
listening concerns the whole person, not just the sense of
hearing. The true seat of listening is the heart. Though he
was very young, King Solomon proved himself wise because
he asked the Lord to grant him a “listening heart” (cf. 1 Kings
3:9). Saint Augustine used to encourage listening with the
heart (corde audire), to receive words not outwardly through
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the ears, but spiritually in our hearts: “Do not have your heart
in your ears, but your ears in your heart”. [1] Saint Francis of
Assisi exhorted his brothers to “incline the ear of the heart”.
Therefore, when seeking true communication, the first
type of listening to be rediscovered is
listening to oneself, to one’s truest needs, those inscribed
in each person’s inmost being. And we can only start by
listening to what makes us unique in creation: the desire to
be in relationship with others and with the Other. We are not
made to live like atoms, but together.
Listening as a condition of good communication
There is a kind of hearing that is not really listening, but
its opposite: eavesdropping. In fact, eavesdropping and
spying, exploiting others for our own interests, is an everpresent temptation that nowadays seems to have become
more acute in the age of social networks. Rather, what
specifically makes communication good and fully human is
listening to the person in front of us, face to face, listening to
the other person whom we approach with fair, confident, and
honest openness.
The lack of listening, which we experience so often in
daily life, is unfortunately also evident in public life, where,
instead of listening to each other, we often “talk past one
another”. This is a symptom of the fact that, rather than
seeking the true and the good, consensus is sought; rather
than listening, one pays attention to the audience. Good
communication, instead, does not try to impress the public
with a soundbite, with the aim of ridiculing the other person,
but pays attention to the reasons of the other person and
tries to grasp the complexity of reality. It is sad when, even in
the Church, ideological alignments are formed and listening
disappears, leaving sterile opposition in its wake.
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In reality, in many dialogues we do not communicate at
all. We are simply waiting for the other person to finish
speaking in order to impose our point of view. In these
situations, as philosopher Abraham Kaplan notes, [3]
dialogue is a duologue: a monologue in two voices. In true
communication, however, the “I” and the “you” are both
“moving out”, reaching out to each other.
Listening is therefore the first indispensable ingredient
of dialogue and good communication. Communication does
not take place if listening has not taken place, and there is no
good journalism without the ability to listen. In order to
provide solid, balanced, and complete information, it is
necessary to listen for a long time. To recount an event or
describe an experience in news reporting, it is essential to
know how to listen, to be ready to change one’s mind, to
modify one’s initial assumptions.
It is only by putting aside monologues that the harmony
of voices that is the guarantee of true communication can be
achieved. Listening to several sources, “not stopping at the
first tavern” — as the experts in the field teach us — ensures
the reliability and seriousness of the information we transmit.
Listening to several voices, listening to each other, even in
the Church, among brothers and sisters, allows us to exercise
the art of discernment, which always appears as the ability to
orient ourselves in a symphony of voices.
But why face the exertion of listening? A great diplomat
of the Holy See, Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, used to speak
of the “martyrdom of patience” needed to listen and be heard
in negotiations with the most difficult parties, in order to
obtain the greatest possible good in conditions of limited
freedom. But even in less difficult situations, listening always
requires the virtue of patience, together with the ability to
allow oneself to be surprised by the truth, even if only a
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fragment of truth, in the person we are listening to. Only
amazement enables knowledge. I think of the infinite curiosity
of the child who looks at the world around them with wideopen eyes.
Listening with this frame of mind — the wonder of the
child in the awareness of an adult — is always enriching
because there will always be something, however small, that
I can learn from the other person and allow to bear fruit in
my own life.
The ability to listen to society is more valuable than ever
in this time wounded by the long pandemic. So much
previously accumulated mistrust towards “official information”
has also caused an “infodemic”, within which the world of
information is increasingly struggling to be credible and
transparent. We need to lend an ear and listen profoundly,
especially to the social unease heightened by the downturn
or cessation of many economic activities.
The reality of forced migration is also a complex issue,
and no one has a ready-made prescription for solving it. I
repeat that, in order to overcome prejudices about migrants
and to melt the hardness of our hearts, we should try to listen
to their stories. Give each of them a name and a story. Many
good journalists already do this. And many others would like
to do it, if only they could. Let us encourage them! Let us
listen to these stories! Everyone would then be free to support
the migration policies they deem most appropriate for their
own country. But in any case, we would have before our
eyes not numbers, not dangerous invaders, but the faces and
stories, gazes, expectations and sufferings of real men and
women to listen to.
Listening to one another in the Church
In the Church, too, there is a great need to listen to and
to hear one another. It is the most precious and life-giving
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gift we can offer each other. “Christians have forgotten that
the ministry of listening has been committed to them by him
who is himself the great listener and whose work they should
share. We should listen with the ears of God that we may
speak the word of God” [4]. Thus, the Protestant theologian
Dietrich Bonhoeffer reminds us that the first service we owe
to others in communion consists in listening to them. Whoever
does not know how to listen to his brother or sister will soon
no longer be able to listen to God either. [5]
The most important task in pastoral activity is the
“apostolate of the ear” – to listen before speaking, as the
Apostle James exhorts: “Let every man be quick to hear, slow
to speak” (1:19). Freely giving some of our own time to listen
to people is the first act of charity.
A synodal process has just been launched. Let us pray
that it will be a great opportunity to listen to
one another. Communion, in fact, is not the result of
strategies and programmes, but is built in mutual listening
between brothers and sisters. As in a choir, unity does not
require uniformity, monotony, but the plurality and variety
of voices, polyphony. At the same time, each voice in the
choir sings while listening to the other voices and in relation
to the harmony of the whole. This harmony is conceived by
the composer, but its realization depends on the symphony
of each and every voice.
With the awareness that we participate in a communion
that precedes and includes us, we can rediscover a symphonic
Church, in which each person is able to sing with his or her
own voice, welcoming the voices of others as a gift to manifest
the harmony of the whole that the Holy Spirit composes.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 24 January 2022, Memorial
of Saint Francis de Sales.
Pope Francis
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Madha TV
We had two meetings of the Diocesan Secretaries of the
commission for media and communication and planned for
the Lenten special programmes. You can view these
programmes telecasted in these days and the very special
programmes during the Holy Week, such as penitential
services, Way of the Cross and special preaching animation
on seven deadly sins etc. Also don’t fail to encourage the
people to contribute to the expenses of Madha TV by joining
as a subscriber of Madha TV by paying “khje; N jhUk;
khjhTf;F 100 Ugha;”.
Commissions of the Diocese
On behalf of all the commissions, as the co-ordinator of
all the commissions, I express and extend our gratitude to
our Apostolic Administrator Most Rev. Dr. Antonysany Peter
Abir for his generous concern, enthusiastic encouragement
and ever prompt support to all the commissions during his
administration of the Archdiocese for the past one year and
a few months. May God give him a good health, Peace of
mind and success in his Episcopal Ministry.
Also on behalf of all the commissions, I extend our
Hearty welcome to the new Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Francis
Kalist. May God give him all the strength and wisdom to
guide the people of God of the Archdiocese of PondicherryCuddalore and lead them in a Synodal way towards the
building of the Kingdom of God.
Commission for Anbiaym
We had the Regional General Body Meeting of the
Commission for Anbiyam of TNBC on 9th March at the Retreat
Centre, Poondi Madha Basilica. The Chairman of the
Commission Most Rev. Dr. Amalraj, the Bishop of Ooty
presided over it. Rev. Fr. Thomas from Delhi who is the
Secretary of the CCBI Commission for Anbiyam came and
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participated and gave an animation input session on
Anbiyam. We celebrated a Requiem Mass for the repose of
the Late Secretary Rev. Fr. Joseph Justus and we welcomed
the New Regional Secretary Rev Fr. John Bosco of
Kumbakonam Diocese. We have resolved “To transform all
the Anbiyams into a Living Small Christian Communities”.
Along with me 7 members from the Diocesan Executive
Members from Pondicherry Diocese participated in the
meeting. Mr. Isidore from Vinoba Nagar for the Vicariate of
Pondicherry, Mr. Ubagarasamy from Villupuram for
Villupuram Vicariate, Rev. Sr. Sophia Mary from Chinnasalem
for Kallakurichy and Viriyur Vicariates, Mr. John Bosco from
Neyveli for Neyveli Vicariate, Mr. Joseph Xavier from
Kunankurichy for Cuddalore Vicariate and Mr. Vargese and
Mr. Pakkiaraj from Pudhuthurai for Kaaraikal Vicariate are
the eight members who took part in the meeting.
Now, we have to study and evaluate the conditions of
each Anbiyam in each parish and find out the possible plans
of Actions, methods and procedure to be followed to revive
each Anbiyam. One of the common procedures that is
proposed is as follows:
1. The Parish Priest appoints a team with not more than 5
persons and if the parish is big, then, the He can appoint two
teams. They should be interested and committed for Anbiyam
2. And the Parish Priest will conduct a sharing meeting with
the team members to know the general condition and situation
of all the Anbiyams of the parish.
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XVIth Synod of the Bishops 2021 – 2023
As I have announced already, I hope that the Vicariate
Level, Commission Level and Religious Congregation Level
consolidation is over by the end of March. I have asked all
the Vicars Forane, Commission Secretaries and Mother
Generals and Provincials to send me their consolidated report
as early as possible, so that the Diocesan Central Team can
do its consolidation and the Diocesan Report can be send to
Regional Level in time. So, kindly do it immediately.
Conference of the Diocesan Priests of India (CDPI)
National Executive Committee Meeting will be held on
th
17 May at 10.00 A.M. at Prabodhana Retreat Centre,
Mysore. All the Presidents of the Regional Executive Council
of CDPI or the Secretary with National President, Vice
President, Treasurer and the National Secretary along with
their patron for VSCR will be the members.
National Executive Council Meeting
This meeting will continue in the same place from 17th
evening to 20th of May 2022. All the Presidents of the
Diocesan Executive Committee or the Secretary of Senate
along with the Patron and the Secretary of the Commission
for the VSCR in the Regional Bishop Conference and the
National Executive Committee will participate in it. I shall
give you the details of this meeting in the next month’s News
Letter.
Rev. Fr. A. J. Philomindoss

3. Then the team members, either all the five (if possible), if
some are unable, atleast three out of the five members can join
together and visit each Anbiyam of the Parish and evaluate it
following a format prepared by you or by the commission which
I may be able to send to you if needed.
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Birthday

Birthdays of our Archdiocesan Clergy - April
Fr.L.Peter Paulraj
Fr.A.J.Philomindoss
Fr. J. A. Arul Pushpa Raja
Fr.S.Alphonse
Fr.A.Andrews Majella
Fr.C.Sagaya Raja
Fr.S.Paulraj
Fr.V.S.Lourdusamy
Fr.A.S.Antonysamy
Fr.S.Joseph Sagayaraj
Fr.P.Antonysamy

02-04-69
05-04-60
10-04-90
11-04-43
19-04-81
20-04-66
21-04-63
25-04-27
25-04-43
25-04-70
29-04-40

Fr.A.Pushparaj

29-04-65

Fr.A.Magimai

30-04-77

Priestly Ordination Anniversary of our
Archdiocesan Clergy - April
Fr.Antony Thumma
Fr.K.P.Delamourd
Fr.S.Joseph Sagayaraj
Fr.S.Appolin
Fr.A.Arulanandam
Fr.S.Kulandaisamy
Fr.R.Ratchager
Fr.V.S.Lourdusamy
Fr.J.M.Gregory Louis Joseph
Fr.Amalor Pushparaj
Fr.D.S.Anthony Raj
Fr.R.Arockia Anandaraj
Fr.P.A.Aruldass
Newsletter

09-04-63
09-04-63
09-04-96
11-04-67
13-04-82
13-04-82
14-04-64
15-04-61
22-04-97
22-04-99
22-04-99
22-04-02
22-04-02
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Fr.A.C.Francis Joseph
Fr.A.Josephraj
Fr.M.S.Xavier
Fr.D.Arokiadoss
Fr.T.Nazian Gregory
Fr.C.Antonyraj
Fr.A.S.P.Auguste
Fr.S.Clitus Rex
Fr.L.Peter Paulraj
Fr.A.Zacharias
Fr.A.Albert Felix
Fr.P.Arulnathan
Fr.E.S.Paul Segar
Fr.D.Peter Henry Joshua
Fr.S.Stanislaus

22-04-02
22-04-02
22-04-02
23-04-96
23-04-96
26-04-95
26-04-95
26-04-95
26-04-95
26-04-95
29-04-94
30-04-92
30-04-92
30-04-92
30-04-92

NECROLOGY
Please pray for the repose of the souls of:
03-04-1971

Alexander Olasail

04-04-1950

Bareille. E., MEP

05-04-2007

John James. A

06-04-1967

Perianayagam. D

11-04-2008

John Bosco. S

16-04-1962

Trideau . J, MEP

18-04-1981

Marianadhulu. T

25-04-1996

Savarimuthu. D

26-04-1978

Arokiasamy.
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