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The Holy Father's Prayer Intentions for April 2021

Universal Intention - Fundamental Rights: We pray for those
who risk their lives while fighting for fundamental rights under
dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies

in crisis.

MESSAGE

Dear Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and Lay faithful,
Joy of Pain!

Richard H. Smith, an American professor, authored a
psychological book in 2013, The Joy of Pain: Schadenfreude
and the Dark Side of Human Nature. He narrates how people
easily admit to taking pleasure in the misfortunes of others.
But at the same time they enjoy it when an arrogant but
untalented contestant is humiliated. The truth is that joy in
someone else’s pain, recognized by the German word
schadenfreude, permeates our society. But, there is also an
opposite side, in that we take pride in our own suffering:
severe pain and torture of mind and body, even agony of
death. This is the situation seen in Paul when he says: “I am
now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake” (Col 1:24). What
prompted this transformation from schadenfreude and self-
pity to rejoicing over pain and suffering? The answer is seen
in Jesus’ encouraging words to us: “In the world you face
persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!”
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(Jn 16:33). This is the transformation brought by Jesus who
conquering the cross of death brought the victory of
Resurrection.

Resurrection: A Drastic Transformation!

The Persians and later the Romans r’.t 4
used the wooden cross to execute the
death punishment and thus erase a
person from this world. However, this
could not become a reality in the case of
Jesus of Nazareth. Although there is a
myth in the ancient Greek religion that
Asclepius, after being killed by Zeus,
resurrected, achieving an immortal existence, the historical
reality of conquering death and attaining eternal life is seen
only in Jesus Christ. Indeed, the historicity of the resurrection
of Jesus could very well be established by the Gospel-
accounts of the empty tomb and the apparition narratives.
Nevertheless, there appeared the hypotheses that Jesus did
not die on the cross, that the empty tomb was the result of
Jesus’ body having been stolen, or that Jesus was never
entombed. But there is a unanimous consensus among
biblical scholars that the Gospel accounts are not a result of
myth but are a kind of ancient biography (E. PSanders, ‘Jesus
Christ,” Encyclopedia Britannica, 2007).

This reality of Jesus’ transforming death to life, a drastic
break-through from a cross of torture to a Cross of New Life,
is unequivocally attested by the solid belief of early
Christianity, spelt out by Paul: “For I handed on to you as of
first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ
died for our sins...and that he was raised on the third day in
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accordance with the scriptures” (1 Cor 15:3-4); again, he
confirmed that the last enemy destroyed by Jesus was death
(1 Cor 15:26; cf. Heb 2:4). Peter also encouraged the
Christians: ‘Jesus was put to death in the flesh, but made
alive in the spirit” (1 Pet 3:18).

Fear of Death Abolished!

It is to be asserted that Jesus not only destroyed death but
also eradicated the fear of death. Indeed he had already said:
“when [ am lifted up from the earth, [ will draw all people to
myself” (Jn 12:32). On account of their belief in Jesus the
early Christians were tortured, put behind bars and even put
to death. The Risen Lord told them: “Do not be afraid; I was
dead, and see, | am alive... and I have the keys of Death and
of Hades” (Rev 1:17-18).Jesus taught us that death is not an
end, but only a change of life (First Preface of the Mass for
the dead). This belief pervaded the veins of Peter and John
who proclaimed, ignoring any threat to life, “we cannot keep
from speaking about what we have seen and heard” (Acts
4:20). ‘If the dead are not raised,” Paul asks, ‘why should I
have stood every day at the door of death and fought with
wild animals (adversaries) at Ephesus? What have |
gained?’(1 Cor 15:31-32). This belief was strong even among
the pious Jews, so much so that the fourth sibling of the mother
of the seven children told his persecutors: “One cannot but
choose to die at the hands of mortals and to cherish the hope
God gives of being raised again by him” (2 Macc 7:14). This
is the strength of Jesus’ Resurrection and the secret of
martyrdom witnessed even today.
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Resurrection Continues!

Jesus’ Resurrection is not only a historical fact of one
unique happening but a continuous event in our life, an
everyday event. Jesus did not rise from the dead for his own
sake but for us all, showing his power over death and evil,
his love for the whole creation (Rom 8:21) and his merciful
sharing of the same new life which we can experience and
manifest in every moment of our life. On account of the Easter
experience Paul was able to bless when reviled, endure when
persecuted, and speak kindly when slandered (1 Cor 4:12-
13). Easter gives us joy of pain; changes scourging, thorns
and nails to a hope-filled life of solace, peace and happiness.
Easter reveals the face of God who rejoices in sacrificing his
own Son for those who are sinners and the heart of Jesus
who “gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice
to God” (Eph 5:2).Through our courageous witness to this
Risen Lord,we shall transform the tortures of Good Friday
into the joys of Easter Sunday!

Wish you all a Joyful Easter! May the Risen Lord
fill your heart with his grace of newness!

New Apostolic Nuncio to India

His Holiness Pope Francis has

e
appointed Most Rev. Leopoldo Girelli f

(68), until now Apostolic Nuncio to Israel

.
and to Cyprus, and Apostolic Delegate to E-’/
Jerusalem and Palestine, as the new
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Apostolic Nuncio to India. This provision was made public
on Saturday, 13 March 2021 at 4:30 p.m.

Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli was born on 13 March 1953
in Predore, Bergamo in Lombardy region of northern Italy.
He was ordained priest on 17 June 1978 for the diocese of
Bergamo. He holds a doctorate in theology and master’s
degree in canon law. He entered the diplomatic service of
the Holy See on 13 July 1987 and worked in the Papal
Diplomatic missions in Cameroon, New Zealand and at the
Section for General Affairs of the Secretariat of State, and
finally in the Apostolic Nunciature to the United States where
he held the rank of Counsellor.

Pope Benedict XVI appointed him Apostolic Nuncio to
Indonesia on 13 April 2006 and Titular Archbishop of
Capreae. He was ordained Bishop on 17 June 2006 by
Cardinal Angelo Sodano. He was appointed Apostolic
Nuncio to East Timor on 10 October 2006 in addition to his
duties as Apostolic Nuncio to Indonesia. On 13 January 2011
he was appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Singapore, Apostolic
Delegate to Malaysia and to Brunei, and non-residential
Pontifical Representative for Vietnam. He was also appointed
Apostolic Nuncio to the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) on 18 June 2011.

On 13 September 2017, he was appointed Apostolic
Nuncio to Israel and Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem and
Palestine and on 15 September 2017 he was appointed
Apostolic Nuncio to Cyprus. Aside from Italian, his mother
language, he also speaks English and French.
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We are pleased to welcome our Nuncio, Archbishop
LeopoldoGirelli, to India and wish him every grace of the
Almighty that his mission will be successful and enhance the
Indian Church with her living witness to Christ!

Gentle Reminders!

1. Holy Week Services

Taking into consideration the unusual situation of GOVID-
19 in our Archdiocese Priests are reminded to main COVID
protocol in conducting the services of the Holy week.In
particular, take special care in Washing the Feet on Holy
Thursday and allowing people to kiss the Holy Cross on Good
Friday.

2. Accounts

Keeping accurate and update account is a serious duty
and responsibility of the Parish Priests and Heads of the
Educational Institutions (cf.Can.1284). All the parish priests
and the Heads of the Institutions are reminded of this serious
responsibility and asked to submit the accounts of the
financial year 2020-2021 to the procurator on or before 30t
April 2021. Accounts are to be submitted to the procurator
and all the accounts will be audited only by our Archdiocesan
auditors.

L
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Information

1. Summer Ministry to the Seminarians

Taking into consideration the extraordinary situation of
COVID-19, and having regular classes in the seminary till
30 April 2021, this year there is no summer ministry
to the seminarians. They can remain in their respective
parishes, help the parish priest and stay with the parents. At
the end of their one month vacation, parish priest of the
respective seminarian is requested to send a report to the
diocese which will be sent to the seminary.

2. Status of Some Priests

The present status of the priests of the following Dioceses
and congregation is provided hereby:

1.Mr. C. Jayakumar - a former priest of Diocese of
Ootacamund.

He was ordained for the diocese on 1 May 2013, has been
laicized with immediate effect by the Apostolic See. He has
been reduced to the state of laity.

2.Fr. S. E Victor - a former priest of Diocese of Ootacamund

He was ordained for the diocese on 21 April 1993, incurred
a lataesententiaesuspension for having attempted marriage
(canon 1394 no.1). his priestly faculties are removed with
immediate effect. He has been admonished to apply to the
Holy Father to seek dispensation from priestly obligations
including the obligation of celibacy.
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3.Fr. D. Maria Selvam - a priest of Diocese of Vellore

He was ordained for the diocese on 16" April 2016, incurred
a lataesententiae suspension for having attempted marriage
(canon 1394 no.1). He has been admonished to apply to
the Holy Father to seek dispensation from priestly obligations
including the obligation of celibacy.

4. Fr. Savariraj Arputharaj MMI

The society of Missionaries of Mary Immaculate suspended
him from exercising priestly ministry on 15* February 2020
according to canonical prescriptions.

He was actively promoting a particular party from celebrating
Holy Mass in different places against the canonical rules. He
is a priest under suspension.

Hereby I direct you all not to invite Fr. S.E Victor, Fr. D.
Maria Selvam and Fr. Savariraj Arputharaj MMI for any
priestly ministry in your parish, institutions and in religious
houses. The Christian faithful are hereby advised not to
approach them for the exercise of their priestly ministries.

AR

+ Antonysamy Peter Abir
Apostolic Administrator
Archdiocese of Pondicherry - Cuddalore
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Appointment of Apostolic Administrator
Date time Programme Place
April
20-21 Pondicherry
22 6.30 am Final Vows: Gongaza Sisters (FSAG)

Cathedral
23 5.30 pm Blessing of the New School &
Confirmation, Arulampady
24 6.30 am Final Vows: FIHM Sisters,
Cathedral
11.00am | Governing Body Meeting:
St.Joseph’s College, Cuddalore
5.30 pm Inauguration of Beatification
Cause FSAG Cathedral
25 5.00 pm Blessing of the New Chapel
(Salemedu) Villupuram
30 7.30 am Feast Mass & Confirmation , Viriyur
01 May| 8.00 am Confirmation Mass Kommedu
5.30 pm Confirmation & Hoisting of Flag
Mass, Melvizhi
02 7.00 am Confirmation Mass
Reddiarpalayam
10.30 am Final Vows ME Sisters, Attupatty
| |II|1:I ﬁ!l,‘l_,l
+ Antonysamy Peter Abir
Apostolic Administrator
Archdiocese of Pondicherry - Cuddalore
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News Items
1.Construction of a New Church at Sankarapuram

The Newly built St. Antony’s Church at Sankarapuram, a
substation of Viriyur Parish was blessed and opened by His
Excellency Most Rev. Dr.Sebastianappan Singaroyan,
Bishop-Emeritus of Salem, on 14 February 2021 in the
presence of Rev. Msgr. Arulanandam, Delegate of our
Apostolic Administrator. The primary relics of St. Antony was
blessed and installed in the church for the veneration of the
faithful and devotees. We appreciate Rev. Fr. C. Sagaya
Selvaraj, parish priest, for his strenuous efforts in building
this new church. We also thank the donors and the
parishioners for their generous contributions.

2.Birthday of our Apostolic Administrator
His Excellency celebrates his birthday on 7 April 2021.
Let us pray for his Excellency in a special way on that day.
We wish his Excellency Ad Multos Annos!
Rev. Fr. John Paul
Oftfice Secretary

Procurator’s Desk
Surplus Mass Intentions received for March 2021

No. of Masses
80 mass intentions

Date Name of the Parish
26.02.2021 Nellithope Parish
07.02.2021 Fr.S.Appoline 70 mass intentions
02.03.2021 Fr.Melchizedech 5 mass intentions
09.03.2021 Konankuppam Parish 3334 mass intentions
24.03.2021 Nellithope Parish
24.03.2021 Uppalam Parish

Rev. Fr. J.M.Gregory Louis Joseph

60 mass intentions
407 mass intentions

Procurator

L
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Voice from Metropolitan Matrimonial Tribunal - 124
Who is a Good Leader?

A Leader is a person who directs guides and influences
the work of others in attaining specified goals. A good leader
includes Integrity, Accountability, empathy humility, resistance
vision, influence and positivity, good ideas, quick thinking
and decision making is the best qualities of a leader.

A successful leader gains more credibility in the eyes of
people, they often tend to ignore other deficiencies in him/
her. They resolve to adhere to him/her and allow themselves
to be further exposed to his/her influence.

Leaders who relate their power with responsibility in
a consistent manner are more successful in their influence
than the others. In short, effective leaders direct the activities
of an organization towards the attainment of the specified
organizational goals. The main source of motivation of a
leader is the motivating power to group efforts. In order to
motivate the subordinates for higher productivity, effective
leadership is needed. Leadership creates confidence in the
subordinates by giving proper guidance and advice. The
leader derives his power from the group members.

Discipline refers to the performance and good
examples of a role model leader. A leader of national or
international standing commands widespread influence over
a large number of people while the influence of the leader of
a small work group in an organization is very limited. Both
are leaders in their own right. The leader is in a position to
shape, regulate, control and change the attitudes, behavior
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and performance of his group members. There exists a
particular relationship between the leader and his group
members which is characterized by interpersonal and social
interaction. The leader has a few bases of power by virtue of
which he is in a position to influence the behaviors of group
members. It includes knowledge, information, experience,
identity and understanding of people. (Courtesy: Dr. A. Peter
Raj, Principal, Bishop Ambrose College, Coimbatore,
Ambrosia 2020, p.61).

For you kind information:
Dear beloved Parish priests,

Due to Covid 19, the second waves, we are still reluctant
to function the tribunal office. Kindly cooperate and do not
send any petitioner till everything takes normalcy. May [ wish
you Fruitful Holy Week and Happy Easter to All.

Points to Ponder:

e “Feel the depth of the sentence- “God does not
like the hardness of

¢ Tongue & Heart that's why he made them boneless.”

e  Whenever you do not understand what’s happening in
your life, just close your eyes, take a deep breath and
say “God, I know it’s your plan, just help me through it.”

¢ Stronger than Knowledge: | believe that imagination
is stronger than knowledge. That myth is more potent
than history. That dreams are more powerful than facts.
That hope always triumphs over experience. That
laughter is the only cure for grief. And I believe that love
is stronger than death. -Robert Fulghum
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e Do everything with a good heart and expect nothing in
return, and you will never be disappointed.

e What is the hardest thing to Break? Surprisingly
the answer is : HABIT! If you break the H, you still
have ‘A BIT . If you break the ‘A’, you still have BIT. If
you break the ‘B’, you still have ‘IT’. Even after you
break the ‘T” in IT, There is still the ‘T’. And that (I) is the
root cause for all problems...!

e Do whatever you feel right to your heart because people
will criticize any way.

e Expect more from yourself than from others. Because
expectations from others hurt a lot, while expectations
from yourself inspire a lot. That’s life.

Rev. Fr. S. Pascal Raj
Judicial Vicar

YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH
St. Joseph Pray for our Archdiocese

4 )
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St. Xavier’s Pastoral Centre

Commission for Evangelization

We had a long discussion with the St. Xavier Pastoral Centre
Prayer Preparatory Group to restart our monthly Third
Saturday Charismatic Healing prayer meeting. And since there
is a new form of Corona Virus in the 2" and 3" waves of its
spreading, and once again they are closing down the schools
and as we are slowly heading towards the possible lockdowns,
we don’'t want to take the risk of restarting the Prayer Meeting.
And we do not have enough space to maintain individual /
social distance in our prayer hall where we can only
accommodate not more than 100 persons according to the
directives of the government. So until our next
announcement there will be no Third Saturday Prayer
Meeting in our Centre.

Commiission for Media and Communication - Madha
T.V.

After our Diocesan Secretaries’ Meeting, all the dioceses
were involved in the production of the special programmes
of Lent and Holy Week. We are shooting a Rosary
Programme for Maundy Thursday. Mr. Arulraj of
Thirupapuliyur, Our Madha T.V. Subscription agent of
Cuddalore is shooting it with the help of Mercy T.V.
technicians at Nangathur in the Periyanayagi Madha Church
along with the parish community. I thank the Parish Priest
Rev. Fr. A. Satheesh Kumar, the community of Nangathur

£ Achdioceseof Pondichenyand Cuddeloe | 3
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Parish and the team that is involved in the shooting of this
program for their generosity and co-operation.

Christhuvar Vazhurimai Iyakkam

A diocesan team comprising of the office bearers of
various commissions and the diocesan administrative bodies
attended a one day high level meeting of Christhuvar
Vazhurimai Iyakkam and Legal Cell of the TNBC, on 20%
Saturday at Trichy. And we have decided to send a circular
to all our Parishes and Congregations to have a clear vision
of the situation and our stand in the present day political
scenario of the Central and State governments. We have really
and objectively analyzed the situation with the help of
Professor Devasagayam and Rev. Fr. Xavier Arul Raj, the
Senior Counsel in Madras High Court by their enlightenment
sessions.

We clearly came to a conclusion that at present the
Central Government’s fundamental option is to demolish the
basic structures of our democracy foreseen and protected by
the sacred constitution of our Nation i.e. the pluralism in India,
the federal structure of the Indian Nation and the secularism
of our country.

So this election for the legislative assemblies of the four
states and one union territory is of a great value to the ruling
central government. They are in a draconic majority in the
Lok Saba and Raj Saba where they can pass any law with
the power of the majority dictatorship. So today in the centre
we have a democratic autocracy.
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So they want that by all means that they are in power in
the state assemblies as well in the union territory, either by
becoming the ruling party or be a part of the ruling coalition
by which they can dominate and impose any law which are
anti-democratic, anti-constitutional anti-poor because of their
absolute majority and power in both the houses.

So in the states and union territories, we should elect a
party who can uphold the constitution of India, that respects
and protects the state government’s quasi autonomy, the
secular character of the country and who can challenge the
religious fundamentalism and take strict measures against
those who are perpetrating bloody clashes on the basis of
religion, and also who works for the protection of ethnic and
cultural histories of the states. The elected ruling party of the
states and the union territory should work for more autonomy
of the states in the fields of education, culture, agriculture,
transport, medicine, health care and taxation of the people
and they should respect also the historical traditions of the
states and their contributions towards the building up of the
nation.

The elected party should be able to fight against the
centre for more independence to develop the people of the
states and up hold their culture and tradition by shifting more
matters from the list of the centre either to the list of the state
or the concurrent list so that certain amount of freedom is
enjoyed by the states and union territories. So we have no
other option except to support the alliance which is
contradicting the central government and that which can win

e
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the elections and form the government. So accordingly, the
Parish Priests are encouraged to study the local situations
under these above mentioned parameters and prudently
enlighten our people to understand the political situations
and freely exercise their democratic responsibility without
being carried away by caste, political parties or individuals.

Conference of the Diocesan Priests of India (CDPI)

Last month we had the National Council Meeting on 25
of February of which I have already given the details, we had
a Virtual meeting over Google meet facility. Around 75 Priests
from all over India were on the screen floor. We were having
two input sessions based on “Fractelli Tutti” and we have
concluded the meeting with a resolution of creating
brotherhood among our Christian people and also among
the people of the world.

Now on 25" March, we will have a virtual National
Executive Meeting and evaluate our activities and plan out
our next National Meeting in February 2022 and share our
regional activities of the CDPI.

Commission for Anbiyam

To know about the National and Regional activities of
Anbiyam, kindly go to the Website — “anbiyamtn.in” and
follow it and you will get so many useful materials for
Anbiyam animation and wider information regarding the
Anbiyam activities in our Region.

Rev. Fr. A. J. Philomindoss
Director

L'_': Newsletter :_}

£ Archdioese of Pondlicherryand Cuddalore

'I% April 2021 —E Commission ﬂl

i

L L

fE

April 2021 3 @ & Commission 3

/
Uglemel SLEMNT 2 _WIiToenmombley @B
beoll UellsGy DPlEme

2021 omit& g 10 wmmid 11 ChgHseiiley HmaFd
IINUWILOBIBE0SHHED 261161 GHEHe HEMELEMIOUIBHHEL HLOLDS
it Gugemeuullelt @GGBWLL  BHEOL  UISGH Y BLSHSHW
‘ BHSHBHTENTHETHHHT6N LIUIBS’ 1oBBID ‘LosnBLOTI L @HLDL
BevLl Lewid &(pHHerel OFuwievTaemhdsmen CUTEHISE (D
UL BoOLOUBBEH. UTENINY SHLEUTT LDEDBIOTEIL L
GbwuBsLl  Lenldb@Guelal CFWemD, SHMHHHTENTTH
&lm.gmireverd @amevsii Retd.PWD Engineer OIe1THGHD 85160
UmIGH MM

10.03.2021 yHedt HTemev 7 Loewlld@GdH & HUILISVIU|L 60T
Oam_mislu @uiBdlenwl Hops it Cuyenauuie @®LbL
[HEVLILIETN & & (ORI SHEMEVEUT LITEN6N LOHMBLOTEUL L ST
Cuwap®. S. HCHTaNFMO DQUTH6ET HTeM60 9  LD6WNHG,
OFHTLEHMT BHIBDHH UTIDLSHEH MUBHSHTT. &lmHLo6w0r
surfliy’ ovwipslullener QHTLTH S, & ([HLO6IILOT 6T
QUTERI(HaEGLILIEN LOBBILD (LPFHEL 5 UewIH SHI(HLOGHT CUTLDEHMS
Hlemme)y OFUIH QRenemTUITEEHHE OHTLT LUIBF emMigID,
SH(HLOEWT DI(HETENL_UWITETHSHl6 oTL & 1oBmID GLosiieniosnul
SOUSHWMHBG 2 MiTHSHND, LUHul UHuwl uldbdHaeenern
A MEMIUITHEHEE GUDBIBAD, HIHHHTENTHEHHHT RHSH
Quewi® BT LUIBE  BLSHHUOLBISBSH. RUuIBuled
HHSIHMS LITTeiiFlerd Sieuitaei sT1pdHul ‘ietniedr apFd’
(AMORIS LACTITIA) 61601 HIT6J60 2 6161 H([HHHIHH6NT6N
GBLUD  1oBBID  GHBWUSNIOHID LUBBIULD  HHHHIHEH6N
usIFUUGBL  earmid G&GUD BTl b HTe0 &6
HHAMAUID FePHIPID HAIBTUI S(HBH GQUIsVID 6T6TMID
T DIe)TH6T HID OFHTL HHamIuUisd OHTNalsHHTT.” Qb

e
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BHHHBHIGHENML_MIBIW, HHHHTENTHEHHHTE (H HITENHEVUILD
ST Geuerlui L.

OHTLITHEH HTeme0 10 ewldbGHdH OHTLMISU (LpHed
DT DB HHMSH FTHDID  DIQUTH6IT &L
auenlLu(BS S Luisd (Family Enrichment Programme) steiis
SHMEVLILN6D, GHBLOL 6UTLDE) 6TGITLIGI 6(H LOSIFHIUITEN 2 M6y
eTMID @BH60 3 HlewevBHemeNll LITTdS (LPIQUILD - DISHTeUSI
1. HmHoeHHBE (WPl 2. H(HLOTIHHOCUTHID (LpHeL
QITERI(BLD 3. SH(HLOCTILOTE ET6wILTeUH! D60M96VI(HHSHI 6160
Qb 3 Hemev&E6IMeL (LPFHEL HEMEVUTED HEMETHBHID FTHTT60ND
LOBBID SHIDFS RHBESID, ST6wIL_Taugl Heneoulsd HTHevID,
Uflw  wesmdleiieniou]ld RHBGID  cpeiBTaIFHl  BleweoulGeor
OeumIliD ellevdeID SMHBGID 6leniml ellemddleuTir. GLosylld
GBIUSHHE0 LITFFen6H6NT 616G HeWIQLILITES E(HEBELD.
SIFHIUBNY  BaeweOlILL  BHmeIuNevensv. [BTLD  &H6w0T6)6d-
LoemsvIWLITS, QUBGBTITE QMBS 6lhd LisTaulsvld CFeims
&evadl  Lulevallsbemev, GBLDLIDSTEN B eumipeledr  Geul,
DHHHSHISTET  BTD 2 HUTHEBTD, DHE60 Hmew
aumpGauemi(BlD DIFCevHTen FTHGauewIHID, HHEHECELHT6 HTLD
BLOOWIUBBIUID BID 2 BeldeT UBBSuD HBHGeemIHLD
st OFHeMelSHaHTit.

DUTH 2 mIHEG 2 JOBMID aIMHBHUTIED DB HHENSH
OLIGTIFSIT V61960 DIGUTH6NT 6(H Fleven] GLOML &G DM
o0 An Pope) PLTs GO GELLSHS Sniwammonds
UHW  euie] eeiiml euBLOCUTSH gBUBLD  LOTBBHIGN6I
o eniibdl OBmeiend  QFUIHT.

DHMNNSH OHTLTHSH B HHoWDH HFOITHDBID DIQUTH6IT
POHAGEGS HHLOMID ABUNIL T G LB BOLPMBES
o GITeNTEHMIT. 2 1L 60 FHUITEN OBMID LOOIFSHUITE DL

T

™" Newsletter _} £ AchdioceseofPondicherryand Cudcalore

L

f April 2021 4@3111@ Commissiorsp

i

L

fE

2021 38 @

April gFamily Commissionp

N
SIIEH6IT HTEMH QUTIFS SienL_BHeiment. N6V HEUHENL LI
WPHL 5 ULIBHIHGH6T 2 6iTeumhiduiBsh, LHeurenCs iUy
® 160 FHwmer OBBID oIFHUWITEN  1OJL]  DHeIHEH6N
aleTTFSulled QeuallILIBID 616l el6TTEaI6OITT.

wpBUB6eL 11.30 106mdE OHTLMidSul GFewi MDD oTenel
S, HFed HeUNUWIBTH DeUTHET HID ITLD&IED
HD HWHBGH gBULL 2 160 GrTuled ieuT Gsmiom
Bewevd@&HF OF6im Blemeoullevd HeIgH DIEIILITED, HeGI
CQFUSHHTEL DieUT RIWI  HEOUPL T SN G BLoU
FOUMTEO HEHLD DG WWemmujld’ elaim  HenllLflev
HHBHHIMTUITIBNIOMTR HHSHHMBUT6 *“Di6tnTedn LoSIpFSF " 6163113
mIrededr e6fMulsd @Hou Leml LBBUD, GBI GlEFuwIsLIT(HE6T
uBpslub, @Gu  mHeold MBI GHeflulfleno, G&GBLU
Lg&FFenaidme (Heoll elldh LIFFFemensmseir, Gealeluledmbal
QUMD LITFFNIBET DL FTHMT6WI  LOBMILD  6)EVIT60T
LIy &FFemenaseit) LIBSlUD OFHermeLihddenmiT. Gogoid GlFuiedeins
AmBSGHD GBDLRKIGET Hewl(HEMITD, DIHMSBT  [HLOSI
uemfl  UBEIWLD, DBHEO DS  SIGAPEDB  6ILILIG
AmEHHCouemwi B, RHHMBUW GHBHWDOUBISEHSHG BILD
2 H6IHIQUI DAMNHEHI (PUIBFHENGMUID il 19T I1Q6UITT.

UBUSL 3 emldb@ GmE&eo Guyrdflwr  oimL uewll
&F.685. QFeLauTTEH DiaITH6T “loTnY 6UHID S6dTeNMUI GHLD6VI6D
GBLUMIBET 6163 Hemevlilled 1. Dipfieilulsd GHTHeLmI LI
Ul d, 2. s&eled OFHTLTY yrl &, 3. meuprsfs Uyl gl
BpId 4. Fepsd UM B LTl & uBplul HHHEHIHHEM6T
udlihaiell (B, LDeVMID et 2 ewiTey (Marriage Encounter)
s HHHHHMHUIET BHHHHIBHENEMUID LI THEHIO\BHTEHIL_TIT.
QAP0 HHBHBHMSH GSBIULIL_BeiTen  26mL_HmIH6NT, GHLoU

e
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LoEMMEBHEVR, QLI GHBIDL LTJ&FFemnendbsiT oBBID GMHLoL
CFus e auedlento LBSIUJD GUILLI L miT.”

I LOTENEV 6 LOGWNSHE HEWLGILIBMB [BTEISTLD SILOTen6
SimLuenll. 23augTed  oeudeil  (Right understanding of
Families and Sexuality) aflumenr uniremsuuisd  Lmedlwsd
Uflgsp60sEmHD, SenemiuliTdmerlled 6UTIDOD 6T63IB  Hen6evLILTe0
2 M HBHLDGHIGIT. LITeeund, LITeOUIs), LOBMID E6nemtuiTaei
SIMFH JBBIHCBTETEHD Hlewev GWIHH CFT6LES, LITeVlIed
gl UEH HLaellel OCHTedL, Den6d 6mdulld
DM HBHIHOBTEEHAUSHI 6TIBID, DIl @(H FOUT6D LOBBILD
FTHME 61D, DGl MM BIFULID 6iMl 6T636YLD, FeLPSD
LUT6VsBLD LOBHID GHHRISENEITEEGHLD 6B 6T63IBILD 66T

SbHSH BIen 11.03.2021 elwimpet ieiIiml STensv 6.30
oewldb@ HTemey OFLID, PUIT HeWevenoulsd  HHLILIES
LoBEBID FeemauliLTendull 61 CHTL MG LuleuymisdHae0
HTEM6V 9 LOWNBE DAL SHHNDH FHAHWITEG JTET DIEUTH6N
Gbuwld elaledulipd 61eim Hemeolilsy alallelluighalev
2 6ol GHBOLKIGTE FlbHe0 I1OMWID T LBSIULD
FHmiemeuulsdt Liglilenenuled @BHLoLMIG6T LIBNIUD &H\hHLoewT
DI T LITevme, S| Gbsl, 1odd! G LBBUID eledaeuTiT.

DBl HTem60 11 oewlld@, (PpHev Herledr L6 gHluITent
wyusml uBpslwl  OHTLTFFenUul DB HHndH FITHEHID
DIQITEH6IT  QGHTLTHSTT. 6fHUITET LOFLST) 2 61TeNTHISD)
SMFEID ST 19, LFHevedhdl CFUITHGID 6160IMID, Denel
6T6V6VTID GBS LIHOUHSHIE0 LIGHaITeenal 6IeBID Fnnll,
LUBIGHBB e6NOUTHAUHTUD Hetll HUIeHE 2 L LIBSHSHIITIT.
Coguid s1pHILILTEH GHOBL FLL M6, LIpliysuflengwimsd
BP0 MBS, GHBLOLISHED 66UCUTIHOIMHENL LI  LISTIb6TT,
GBIDL eUWIGHIITIDLN6H Blemevd6iT, GHBLDLISHH6L LTTFFenendbeit
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2 HAUTGID HENMIB6, GHIOHNSH 2 (HaUTHHID CUTEIBeNaIH6IT
UBNILI B[HSHSHIHHEMET ULPMIGIOITIT. LT &HIUITe Oh(HEHESLD
uBBw ellendslermT. @mIHWITE DGLHHOSH CLIGITF ST
TGN DIUTHEIT DistiLlenT GIDTIOEH6IT, 6Temel 6lemel  6160T
Q6B GITIT.

SOB LIBLSL 2.30 1ewidb@ PUIT Hensvenlousd
HL01ps GBHLOUBEVL LIenNdEH (066 DIenaishdl LOGHMBLOTEUL L
G&BLDU [BeVLI LIl dx(LpHH61T6N OIFILIGOTH6NT OLITHISEGH() Fnl L 1D
BOL OLIBBEHI. DFH60 UMICHBM DiWenH ! OFUIVTHEHLD
SHHIB6IT OHBIAIL L GHEHlei 89°651 2020 (p&H6v 19U 2020
alenTulevren CFulsL DIPHenHMUI FIOMITNHSHET. DHHHIL 651

Suifledr HFHL6T QRHBTEN DIDTOIH6T HlenmeGLIBM6.
Rev. Fr.S. @phessmo
GgweviT, GBLOUBEVLI LIswibhE (1D

Ourgyplemeullerry  uetwfls G (LD
YGmeu-SL YT 2 WiTwammumsl LD

slplevgiey urpeyflmw Qussw wHIID
Gurgiplmauileorit Guremey &L - Glm&d

&LES wrsw 06-02-2021 (sefls&lymw) ojerm SlmEsls
2 arer  Gurgplemeler 2 (HeuTES MWWSSlED  SUlPHTEH
9 WirGUTmey GemaveuT GG IybCsmsmfl uTUySTL jaIT&HaTS)
sy, Olemaiul () CuGE& Wi hEIBTSET eTaH6T
earsflmewiley slps gyaralley o aTar SflGsur sumpeaflsno
Quwss dlreurdlsayb, GlursyBlamsuwlsrt Guremey MITeUTSIGID
Blemsrh gy 6K SVBGEMTWTLED &Gl LD &reme 10.00 wewofl

e
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s wSwbd 01.00 wewfl eusny HOLGUDMS. [Bl&& LSSk
GumssmrL  @lrsmr(h) YMWUYSEBHD SHISET G615 S6TmWemL
UMgI&T& 86 0lsTemT(h Qyrdls seammiseafly Glememrng) GlewsouL
Geustr(hlld 6T60TMY SmomsoflésUUL LS. eUe6lunm Wit GLsE
SCuy Gouilgdlued wpmd  weurer wyGTTaL  96UITSEHLD
sang 6@k fAnullsserr. gulps gemals swrr 80GuT
&ohg) OlSTemTL6oTT. LS WEHMITEUL L SS60(HES) SRS HUTSSIT
wepurl L slflwgey arpeflow QuEsw wHMW

Gurgydlemeuileory emTurs Geuhgy GlememTL 6ori.

SflsgIey FYasSSlaT SoBGmIUTLD - HEGISGTImL
@eai, Smsd

&Lh% 20-03-2021 (seflsslpenw) oerm sremew  09. 30
weml Yoo wrme 04.00 wenl g YrElwe
SVGHgImNUTLurerg wasnr Gurmur ysGsmerfl  uTUyeml
IeuiseTs Semeenuwilayn, SUlpETH Sl surpeyflsmw
Bwse Crplwreary Cws& BESIBTSET JjTaEaTs) (PeTaflsmauls
meLGupmgy. CurTdlwr  (pemeTeuT CSHEUSSTIUD  IJEUITS(ETHLD,
(pemeateuir ymLusmfl 9. Caalwir jeuiseEmd Smlysmmwmbnileor.
L ustflwrerigst, gmelwir womid GlurgmlansuwilsrT 800
Guir urRIGsMMeTT. GClTESL 9 G(PESATTS 6TSITOUHD &1L RTINS
Corsal BLg @Blovss sTararurs BYhéss Gk, mHwg)
BlemeoUur(® eTUUe gyemww GeustT(H, YSH&TeT ClFWHGI LD
eTeuTeoT  6TEOTUGDS  oluTSlGg  QyilGenssemar  FLflUS S 6.
wETS, UTHls s6slsmERsGE LG aslTumu Gsaflaubss
Covemr . Cueyw &TVE G &Gl 6lgmemr ()
wsFsTHUDM & L L6TNEG Y&T6 Olefalss pug plmaiur®
Blw&s GouemT(hl sTaaTY UWBL S(hSS) Olsflnilsset. ygjeme—
SLTT 2 wiwammwer_ L&sleflmEs Guwiylusmf @wé @t
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ILuefl A. J. UGumdlsrsmen, Curgyblansouwily ustefls @
Bwemrs Glewsvr . S. rTgyeTdl wHmb Glurgrlsnevuiler
Guremey Glswevr Sl,. SlVWETSET, SJMETTS SEMEVEUT S)(.
S. @rrGeidlrer o midsry Slm. V. 9y Grréshurmsy gy diflwir
unGammert. &L glmamer emurblssmar SUILGTEH Sléseaur
surpeyflemw @wse wrble swmislsmsoaTUUTeTT 9)(HL_Ustofl. someor
&0ras geursst fmiure GCEWSI(HEST.

Qeswei
gwLusmfl. D. oyGrrédwgmed

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO OUR CLERGY - APRIL

Fr. L.Peter Paulraj 02-04-69
Fr. A.J.Philomindoss 05-04-60
Fr. J. A. Arul Pushpa Raja 10-04-90
Fr. S.Alphonse 11-04-43
Fr. A.Andrews Majella 19-04-81
Fr. C.Sagaya Raja 20-04-66
Fr. S.Paulraj 21-04-63
Fr. V.S.Lourdusamy 25-04-27
Fr. A.S.Antonysamy 25-04-43
Fr. S.Joseph Sagayaraj 25-04-70
Fr. P Antonysamy 29-04-40
Fr. A.Pushparaj 29-04-65

Newsletter :*

L

£ Achdioceseof ondichenyand Cuddalor. 3




& April 201 Necrology 3

o

Necrology

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

03-04-1971 Alexander Olasail
04-04-1950 Bareille. E., MEP
05-04-2007 John James. A
06-04-1967 Perianayagam. D
11-04-2008 John Bosco. S
16-04-1962 Trideau . J, MEP
18-04-1981 Marianadhulu. T
25-04-1996 Savarimuthu. D
26-04-1978 Arokiasamy. D
_ RIP _
e T,
Jllr l"_ . - '_l' lh"l.
Parents Mr. A. Mathalaimuthupillai &
Mrs .G. Susaimanickam
Date and Place of Birth 07-05-1938 (06-05-1938),

Date and Place of Baptism:

",

Michaelpatty
11-05-1938, Michaelpatty
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Parish Michaelpatty
Diocese of Origin Kumbakonam
Places and Years of Studies : 1943 — 1948 Primary
Studies at Michaelpatty

o

Years and Places of

Seminary Formation

Date of Ordination

Place of Ordination

Minister of Ordination

Ministry Places:

> 11-05-1966 — Nov. 1967 Asst. Parish Priest at Karaikal
» Nov. 1967 — Apr. 1970 Asst. Cath. Centre,

Tindivanam

L
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1948 - 1951 Middle
School, Tirukattupally
1952 - 1957 St.
Joseph’s, Cuddalore

1957 - 1959 St. Agnes’
Seminary, Cuddalore
1959 - 1966 St. Peter’s
Seminary, Bangalore
7% April 1966
Immaculate
Conception Cathedral,
Pondicherry

Most Rev. Dr.

R. Ambrose.
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>

Apr. 1970 — Jun. 1971 Asst. St. Agnes’ Seminary,
Cuddalore

Jun. 1971 — Jun. 1978 Asst. St. Joseph’s
Thiruppapuliyur

Jun. 1978 — Jun. 1979 Asst. at Petit Seminaire,
Pondicherry

Sep. 1979 — Jun. 1980 Asst. St. Joseph’s, Cuddalore

Jun. 1980 — Dec. 1982 Asst. Fathima Hr. Sec. School,
Muthialpet

Dec. 1982 — Jun. 1983 Parish Priest of
Kurusukuppam

Jun. 1983 - 05-07-1993 Pp of Mel-Nariappanur &
HM of Mel-Nariappanur High School

06-07-1993 — 10-06-1996 HM, R.C. Teacher Training
School, Tindivanam

11-06-1996 — Principal, St. Mary’s Hr. Sec. School,
Karaikal

06-02-1997 — 29-08-1997 appointed as the priest in
charge of St. Xavier’s parish, Villupuram

30-08-1997 — appointed as Parish Priest of St.
Xavier’s parish, Villupuram
06-07-2006 — 06-06-2007 Parish Priest of Anaiyeri

10-06-2007 — 15-05-2009 Emmaus Rest House,
Pondicherry

16-05-2009 — June 2011 Socius, O.L. of Rosary
Church, Eraiyur

b

i

Newsletter -} £ Archdiocese of Poncichenryend Cuddalore

L L

2021 3» @ 4  Obituary 3p

» June 2011 - 23-06-2014 Spiritual Father, St. Joseph’s
Boarding, Manjakuppam, Cudalore

» 24-06-2014 - Emmaus Rest House, Pondicherry

'I"':s: April

Death and Funeral of Fr. M. Lourdusamy

Fr. M. Lourdusamy was suffering from Dementia i.e. Loss
of memory and judgement for the past 2 years. He also had
acute diabetes and heavy cholesterol. He was treated for all
these. On 01-03-2021 around 06.00 a.m. Fr. P. Jegaraj saw
him sitting on the chair in his room. At 07.00 a.m., when Sr.
Selvi, the Superior went to the room, she found him dead on
his bed. At 02.00 p.m. the Fathers of the Emmaus Retired
Priests’ Home, Colas Nagar offered the mass for his eternal
rest.

At 03.15 p.m. on 01-03-2021, the body of Fr. M.
Lourdusamy was brought to the Bishop’s House. Then, Most
Rev. Dr. Anandarayar, Archbishop Emeritus blessed the body
and then the fathers here and the relatives of Fr. M.
Lourdusamy recited a rosary and offered it for his eternal
rest. Then the religious Sisters of different Congregations
came and prayed. Throughout the night his relatives kept
vigil around his body and sang and prayed. On Tuesday his
former Teachers from St. Antony’s, Mel-Nariappanur, R.C.
Teacher Training School, Tindivanam, St. Mary’s, Karaikal
and his former parishioners from Mel-Nariappanur, St. Francis
Xavier’s, Villupuram, Anaiyeri came and paid their respect
and prayed for his eternal rest. Fr. A. J. Philomindoss the
Director of the Pastoral Centre, co-ordinated all this.
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At 10.50 a.m. Most Rev. Dr. Peter Abir, the Apostolic
Administrator blessed the body and the body was taken
through the corridor to the Cathedral. At 11.00 a.m. the
Apostolic Administrator offered the funeral mass. Most Rev.
Dr. Anandarayar and 49 priests concelebrated. Very Rev. Fr.
A. Arulanandam in his introduction said that Fr. M.
Lourdusamy out of his 83 years, 55 years lived as a Teacher
and Parish Priest. He introduced Jesus to others. He dedicated
himself for this. Most Rev. Dr. Peter Abir in his homily said,
“we thank God for Fr. M. Lourdusamy and pray for his eternal
life. Out of his 83 years of his history, 1/3 of his life, he spent
as Christ’s servant.

[ had regular contact with him from Tindivanam. I had
met him in his Ministry places. He had challenges. gjeurflsd
Gurmiemw, dlsmerd eTaTm HLMGISTH Slflovge, & mSgI
usaTSlsmerry umiT&&leaT@mmd” Sirach says that in our lives, all
our actions are in front of God. God sees everything. He
doesnot leave out anything. He will pour out their reward on
their head. St. Paul in his letter to the Corinthians says: ‘I
believe that I will live with Him. Since I have that hope, we
are hopeful that I will live, inspite of all dangers. That is the
reality of life. St. Ignatius of Antioch said: “Men are born;
they die. God’s saints are born and they are continuing to be
born”. The Book Revelation says: “We are born, we die. This
is nature. When we live by God’s power, we will not attain
the second death i.e. Hell. This is what St. Paul said:
“CumpayGsurit, GUIHMIGID, STHMCUMT STHMSEID 6TETS S
@ OuTmLLE6V. UMD, &TRYD 6TETMET UTSIUUSIsDemeD.
7Glsarealled  mrear  lflervgyeallear usrflwmsmesr, God’s life, we

b
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already live. This is what St. Ignatius of Antioch meant when
he said: we are born but, we don’t die”. All the challenges
cannot drown us. This is what David said: Even if [ should
walk in the valley of darkness, no evil would I fear. The Lord
will not abandon me”. He will give eternal life. He will pour
the reward of eternal life on us.

Let us pray that Fr. M. Lourdusamy may enjoy that life.
With that hope, let us say “Good Bye” to him. At the end of
the mass Fr. John Peter, the nephew of Fr. M. Lourdusamy,
the present Parish Priest of Subramanyapuram, Trichy,
thanked the Bishops, the Procurator and the Sisters for having
taken the best care of his uncle. He also praised his uncle for
having been his role model to become a Priest. After the
Mass Most Rev. Dr. Anandarayar, Archbishop Emeritus did
the commendation prayers and blessed the body at the
Cathedral. The teachers, the old students of Fr. M.
Lourdusamy carried the body to the adjacent graveyard and
Most Rev. Dr. Peter Abir, the Apostolic Administrator did the
final blessing. And then the body of Fr. M. Lourdusamy was

laid to rest.
May His Soul Rest in Peace.
Rev. Fr. A. Melchizedech
Chancellor
" Newsletter £ Achdioceseof ondichenyand Cuddalor. 3




£ April 2021 Obituary Y

SAYING GOOD BYE TO FR J. PAUL

Fr. J. Paul’s body was laid for
visitation at the Fred H. McGrath &
Son, Funeral Home, Bronxville
between the hours of 2 to 6pm
Sunday February 28, 2021. Most of
the New York Archdiocesan & Indian
Priests and FIHM sisters
(Pondicherry) participated in the

prayer service with hymns, spontaneous prayers and Eulogy.
Around 400 people from his previous three parishes- St.
Gregory Harrison, St. Barnabas Bronx & St. Joseph
Bronxville visited and paid their last respect and some offered
the Mass Cards. Even his friend-priests, some former students
of Petit Seminare and relatives travelled a long distance came
and shared their memories of Fr. Paul.

As it was broadcasted nationally and internationally in
social media, many viewed it virtually. His nephew, Joe
Balthazar’s family was physically present at those hours. The
parishioners with tears met Joe and shared Fr. Paul’s good
qualities, spirituality, talents, commitment and availability. Our
diocesan priests, Fr. Bernard & Fr. Edison and FIHM sisters
assisted the people to observe the Covid-19 norms. The
visitation ended with the hymn Salve Regina.

Funeral was at 10am Monday March 1% 2021, St.
Joseph’s Church Bronxville New York. The closed casket
was brought from the funeral home to the church. Most Rev.
Edmund J. Whalen, one of the five bishops of New York
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Archdiocese was the main celebrant. Homily was given by
Fr. Dawson Ambosta (native of Mumbai, New York
Archdiocesan priest and friend-priest of Fr. Paul). In it he
mentioned that Fr. Paul was a ‘bridge in troubled waters’,
meaning Fr. Paul was a bridge to many people who had a
troubled life.

At the end of the mass Fr. Peter McGeory, the pastor said
as follows. ‘Time was tough for us here at St Joseph’s. We
had to say goodbye to our dear Fr Paul. What an impact he
made on our parish in less than 18 months! We were uplifted,
however, by the prayers of over 50 priests who joined us at
Mass and over 2000 who prayed with us virtually.

[ shared this story at today’s funeral. Last Sunday after
the 10:45 Mass, a young family with 4 children asked if I
could chat with them about the death of Fr Paul. Some of the
young ones were really feeling his loss. As we sat together, |
asked them what they loved about Fr Paul. One of them said,
“he was kind.” Another said, “he was smart.” Yet another
commented, “he was holy.” The fourth youngster said, “he
was happy.” We talked a little more and together we offered
a prayer for Fr Paul. As they were leaving, I gave them a
picture of Fr Paul to take with them to remember him. FIHM
sisters (Pondy) sang a Tamil funeral hymn at the end of the
Mass.

Without knowing it, these 4 youngsters gave the perfect
tribute to Fr Paul. A priest of God, who selflessly served
people for over 40 years in both India and the United States.
Yes, he was kind, smart, holy, and happy. This is how we will

L
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remember him. May Fr Paul rest in peace and continue to
watch over us from his new heavenly home’.

After the mass and final service, the body was carried
over to a private cremation center.

(Report by Fr. L. John Edison, New York, USA)

On 21-03-2021 Sunday at 05.00 p.m. the Urn with the
Ashes of Fr. J. Paul was brought to the Archbishop’s House
by his siblings Mr. Rheeman, Mr. Peter and his sisters. Most
Rev. Dr. A. Peter Abir, the Apostolic Administrator blessed
the Urn. Many of his relatives and the old students of Petit
Seminaire and Pope John Paul Il College came and paid
their respect and prayed for his eternal rest. Throughout 22-
03-2021 Monday and on 23-03-2021 forenoon, the Urn with
the Ashes of Fr. J. Paul was displayed in front of the Parlour
of Archbishop’s House on a decorated altar. The Principal,
staff and students of Petit Seminaire (where he had worked
for 17 years) and Pope John Paul Il College of Education
(where he has worked for 10 years), and the old students
came and kept flower garlands and wreaths and prayed for
his eternal rest. Fr. A. J. Philomindoss, the Director of the
Pastoral Centre was animating and organising all these. On
23-03-2021 at 10.45 a.m. Rt. Rev. S. Singaroyan, Bishop
Emeritus of Salem blessed the Urn and then it was carried
through the corridor to the Cathedral. Then Most Rev. Dr.
Peter Abir, the Apostolic Administrator, offered the funeral
Mass at the Cathedral. Most Rev. Dr. A. Anandarayar,
Archbishop Emeritus, Most Rev. S. Singaroyan and 50 Priests
concelebrated. The Cathedral was full of the staff and students

o
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of the Petit Seminaire Hr. Sec. School and the Pope John
Paul II College of Education, the religious of different
Congregations, his relatives and the faithful.

In his introduction Very Rev. Fr. A. Arulanandam said: In
3 days Fr. J. Paul would have celebrated his 72" Birthday.
He is a priest for 43 years. He had realized in his life that
God’s love is great. God’s love in so wonderful. All praise to
Fr. J. Paul is a glory to God. He had realized God’s love.
With hope he spoke from the hospital. He knew each one
personally. He knew that the growth of the society depends
on the students. So he showed full attention in their lives.
We thank God for his Educational Ministry and Social Work.

In his homily Most Rev. Peter Abir said: “The Indian
Philosopher J. Krishna Moorthy says: ‘Life is a mystery. Death
is still more a greater mystery”. It is true. Fr. J. Paul was an
enthusiastic Priest and friendly to all. He has died due to the
cruel Corona. On the 6" February 2021 he was put on
ventilator. In the 5™ he sent me a message:

“I hope that I will come out well: Still, please
pray for me”

The sudden sad news was difficult to accept. The wisdom
of Solomon says: “Death was not created by God”, St. Paul
would say: “Death is the wages of sin”. The just man even
though he may have untimely death, he will share eternal
life. Jesus says: “He who believes me, will never die. He will
live for ever . . . | have overcome the death. I am the First
fruit”. Jesus gives new life. If we die united with Him, we will
rise united with HIM. There is the power of new life for us.

e
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Fr. J. Paul faced many challenges bravely. St. Paul said: “Even
if I die, every day I live. Cardinal Martini Commenting on
this, says: ‘to die in this world is to share in the Resurrection
and New Life of Christ already” Let us pray that Fr. J. Paul
may share this never ending life.

At the end of the Mass Fr. R. Pascalraj, Principal
of Petit Seminaire said: Fr. J. Paul had been the Principal
of Petit Seminaire for 17 years.

1. The daily test for 10t and 12t students that he started,
we continue even today. It is very beneficial to them.

2. He started the Archdiocesan Coaching Centre for
Engineering and Medical students. Due to his initiative, there
are many Doctors and Engineers.

3. Itwas Fr. J. Paul who started the First Computer Centre
in Pondicherry. Due to this, many could complete PG.D.C.A.

4. He started the Private Schools’ Association to get
Govt. Benefits for the staff and students.

5. He was a great Administrator. He would insist on
‘Hard Work’. He would plan meticulously and execute.

Many of his old students came and told me: “It is a great
loss”. We offer our deep felt condolence to the siblings and
relatives.

Then Fr. M. Swaminathan, Secretary of Pope John
Paul II College said:

“Fr. J. Paul was a great gift of God to the church and to
his family. We have to only pray like Job: “you gave, you
have taken away: May you be praised” He is a priest for 43
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years. 40 years of priesthood is celebrated in a grand manner
in the U.S.A. He invited me to the U.S.A. and we celebrated
it together. Out of his 43 years as priest, he spent 17 years at
the Petit Seminaire and 10 years at the Pope John Paul Il
College. He was a great Educationist and an able
Administrator. The standard of the Education and how the
students have improved and benefited is the criterion. Though
young, he was one of the priests who was instrumental to
begin the Pope John Paul Il College. He was the First
Secretary. We cannot separate Petit Seminaire and Pope John
Paul II College from Fr. J. Paul. He instilled in the students
self confidence. He gave the students grwmer g6, gt
RP&a0, srurear sgltamub. He built the MCA Block with
Hall, chapel, MCA Class and Lab. He bought the Wesley
School with his influence and used it as Model School. And
later, he started the Blessed Mother Theresa School at
Nainarmandabam. He started the hostel. Somehow he
mobilized the money for all these. The Presence, Impact,
Identity of Fr. J. Paul at John Paul College is great. His death
is a shock. He sent me a message before his death. With eyes
of faith we have to accept this. Prayerful Condolence to his
siblings and relatives. He body was burnt. His life has joined
the Eternal light”.

Then Rt. Rev. S. Singaroyan, Bishop of Emeritus,
a class mate of Fr. J. Paul said:

“In 1978, our class mates 36 of us were ordained. 7 have
already died. Fr. J. Paul is the 8. 4 years I studied with him.
Although he was 4 years senior to me, because of his Degree
studies, he would not show any difference. He was lively and
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a good friend. Although he was in responsible positions, he
would not miss our 2 days annual class mates’ gathering. We
pray for him. He will pray for us.

Then Most Rev. Peter Abir,
Administrator said:

Apostolic

“In the Minor Seminary | was in the 1% year. Fr. J. Paul
was in the 2™ year. From then on, we knew we each other.
He was my close friend, not only here but also at Sultanpet.
From U.S.A. he helped our diocese at Sultanpet. He would
come, all the way to Sultanpet and help me whenever he
comes from the USA. His was a witnessing life. My heartfelt
condolence to his siblings, relatives, our priests and the old
students.

At the end, Mr. Rheeman, the younger brother
of Fr. J. Paul and Sherine the d/o. Rheeman said:

“Fr. J. Paul was a special person. To have a priest in the
family is a great blessing. He was the most pious in our family.
When he was 12 years old, he expressed his desire to become
a priest. Our Mother would advise us to be prayerful like him.
He was soft, loving, caring and always smiling. He was a great
entertainer and a great host. He would call priests: “ gesGer!”.
We accept his departure to Heaven. | thank the Bishops,
Priests, Mother Generals, Provincials, Sisters, relatives, well
wishers, parishioners, choir, Lourdes T.V., Mercy T.V. for
worldwide coverage. He is a role model. Everything that
happens is always for the best”.
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After the mass, Most Rev. Dr. A. Anandarayar, Archbishop
Emeritus blessed the Urn after the singing of Liberamé. Then
the relatives carried the Urn with the Ashes of Fr. J. Paul and
Most Rev. Dr. Peter Abir, the Apostolic Administrator made
the ultimate Prayer of commendation and then at 01.00 p.m.
the Urn with the Ashes of Fr. J. Paul was placed in the grave
dug in the wall.

May the Soul of Fr. J. Paul, Rest in Peace.

Rev. Fr. A. Melchizedeh
Chancellor
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