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The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for

March 2022

For a Christian Response to Bioethical

Challenges – We pray for Christian facing new bioethical

challenges; may they continue to defend the dignity of all

human life with prayer and action.

83 84

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters, and Lay Faithful,

Trees of Eden and Calvary!

Trees, ecologically, are the lungs of the earth. Lately we

come across ‘Laudato Tree,’ a youth-powered movement,

inspired by Pope Francis, to plant and protect seven million

trees to build Africa’s Great GreenWall through Tree Equity.

Needless to say, trees play a vital role not only in life on Earth,

our Common Home, but also in the ecology of daily life

(Laudato Si, 147). Trees, therefore, are the life-bringer of the

universe.  However, in the season of Lent we think of the

‘tree of Calvary,’ in which a mysterious significance of life

and death is interwoven. In this case, we understand the

juxtaposition of the tree of life becoming the tree of death

and the tree of death becoming the tree of life.

Message Message

Tree of Eden!

The tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and

evil are the two supernatural trees mentioned at the beginning

and at the end of the Eden account (Gen 2:9; 3:22).  In the

Fall Narrative the tree of knowledge of good and evil appears

again (Gen 3:4). Although this tree would indicate the

possession of universal knowledge, considering the context

of divine-human relationship which is the main concern of

the story of Gen 2-3, we have to understand this in close

association with the tree of life. In fact, reading carefully the

occurrences of ‘tree of life’ in other biblical traditions (Ezek

17:22-24; 31:2-9; Dan 4:7-9; Prov 3:18; 11:30; 13:12; Isa

65:22;Ps 1; 92; Rev 2:7; 22:2,7) scholars conclude that both

trees are oral variants of one motif: Tree of Life.  The first

parents, cunningly motivated by Satan, believed that the tree

of Eden was the tree of life: good for food, delight to the eyes

and makes one wise. As long as they were under the presence

of Yahweh this was true. But once they went away from the

Almighty and disobeyed Him this tree was no more the tree

of life but the tree of death.

Tree of Death Continues!

Surrendering to selfish motives and assuming themselves

to be ‘almighty,’ people end up in tragedy. The 20th century

had dictators of all stripes: Adolf Hitler, Stalin, Mao, Mussolini,

Pol Pot and so on; they are not absent even in this century.

In their hunger for power and in their passion for arrogance

they want to taste ‘eternal’ life but they climb up the tree of

death.  Politically and socially powerful people, even today,

MESSAGE
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engage in making society a ‘war zone’ e.g. in Ukraine, in

Myanmar and in Belarus, hoping to enjoy the tree of life but,

as the story of Eden shows, their life will surely taste the tree

of death. In recent years, all over the world, we experience

emergence of trends and practices that disrupt the well-

established principle of civic nationalism and interpose a new

and imaginary practice of cultural nationalism. They would

look like climbing the tree of life but they give vent to

intolerance, insinuate otherness, and promote disquiet and

insecurity, leading society to taste the tree of death.

Tree of Calvary!

The passion of Christ is closely associated with the tree

of Calvary. The cross was the tree of death for/of criminals.

So dying on the cross was a stumbling block for Jews and

foolishness for Greeks to accept Jesus as the Messiah (1 Cor

1:22). When Pilate placed the wooden cross on Jesus, when

people shouted: “Let him be crucified” (Mt 27:22) and when

all the crowds beat their breasts and wailed for him (Lk 23:27)

that cross was thought to be the tree of death. This is also

true in the case of the two criminals at Calvary (Lk 23:32).

But once the tree of death touched the shoulders of Jesus it

became the tree of life, “the power and wisdom of God” (1

Cor 1:24). One man’s disobedience transformed the tree of

Eden into the tree of death (Gen 3:19) while another man’s

obedience transformed the tree of Calvary into the tree of

life (Rom 5:19). Adam failed to carry his cross, the command

of God (Gen 2:17) while Jesus, “emptied himself, taking the

form of a slave…became obedient to the point of death-even

death on a cross” (Phil 2:7-8) and thus he changed the tree

of pain/deathinto the tree of joy/life.

Calvary Continues!

Sr. Ann Rose Nu Tawng in Myanmar got on her knees

on 28 Feb 2021 pleading with the military: “Just shoot me if

you want to; the protesters have no weapons and they are

just showing their desire peacefully.” Such brave willingness

to court martyrdom, following in the footsteps of the Crucified

Jesus, is abundant in the Catholic Church. This gives us

courage and confidence that even facing fierce persecutions

of all sorts, our cross of death would become the Cross of

Life.  We should rejoice to say with Paul: “I die every day”(1

Cor 15:31) because of the fact that “The first man, Adam,

became a living being; the last Adam became a life-giving

spirit” (1 Cor 15:45) through showing us the way to change

the tree of death into the tree of life.

Dear Rev. Fathers,

Kindly note down in your dairy

1. First Death Anniversary of Our Later Archbishop

Most Rev. Antony Anandarayar

It is going to be one year since our beloved Archbishop

Antony Anandarayar passed away.  Due to Corona pandemic,

we could not have any special Requiem Mass for him.  As

the pandemic seems to have subsided now, we plan to have

the First Anniversary of the death of our beloved Archbishop

on Wednesday 4 May 2022 at 11 am at the Cathedral

Church, Pondicherry.  His Eminence Oswald Cardinal

Gracias has kindly consented to preside over the Holy mass.
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You are requested to kindly note it in your diary and take

part in this Mass without fail.

2. Clergy Sanctification Day, PENITENTIAL

SERVICE & CHRISM MASS

Date: Monday 11th April 2022 and Venue: in the Cathedral

Time Table

03: 00 pm : Tea

03: 30 pm : Spiritual Talk

V Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

V Individual Confession at 04:15 pm

V Benediction

05: 15pm :  Break and Vesting (Archbishop’s House)

05: 30 pm : Chrism Mass at Cathedral

07: 15 pm : Supper

3.Please Note!

Annual Accounts:

Keeping accurate and update account is a serious duty

and responsibility of the Parish Priests and Heads of the

Educational Institutions (cf. Can. 1284). All parish priests and

Heads of the Institutions are reminded of this serious

responsibility and asked to submit the accounts of the

financial year 2021-2022 to the procurator on or before 30th

April 2022. Accounts are to be submitted to the procurator

and all the accounts will be audited only by our Archdiocesan

auditors.

4. Nineth Anniversary

13-03-2022 marks the Nineth Anniversary of the

election of His Holiness Pope Francis. He is the Vicar of Christ

on earth, the 265th Successor of St. Peter, the Head of the

Episcopal College and the Supreme Shepherd of the

Universal Church. On this day let us all pray in a special way

for our Holy Father.

5. Lenten Preaching

Parish Priests are earnestly requested, with the help of

the Pastoral Centre and that of the neighbouring Parish Priests,

to arrange for Lenten Preaching and for confessional facilities

for the faithful. Let us deeply aware that during the sacred

season of Lent, God’s loving mercy touches the hearts of the

faithful in a special way.

6. Women’s Day

On Sunday 8th March 2020 we are observing the

International Day of Women. On this day, let us pray that all

women in the world may enjoy human dignity, equality and

equal opportunities in life, and that the women become

messengers of peace at home and in the society.

7.Rev. Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu (1940-2022)

Rev. Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu died on 30th January 2022 at

the age of 82. In various capacities like assistant Parish Priest,
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Parish priest, principal, correspondent, Manager in the

parishes and other educational institutions he did excellent

pastoral ministries.  The priests, parishners, students, staff and

the faithful had great love and esteem for him.  We thank

him for his devoted services to our Archdiocese for past 49

years and his contribution in the field of devotional music.

Let’s pray for the repose of his soul.

+ Antonysamy Peter Abir

Apostolic Administrator,

Archdiocese of Pondicherry - Cuddalore.

 

Surplus Mass Intentions Received for

January 2022

Date Name of the Parish No. of Masses

18.12-2021 Villianur Parish 225 Mass Intentions

04.01.2022 Nellithope Parish 250 Mass Intentions

07.01.2022 Thirupapuliyur Parish   33 Mass Intentions

24.01.2022 Sacred Heart Basilica 160 Mass Intentions

31.01.2022 Maiyanur Parish   87 Mass Intentions

Rev. Fr. J. M. Gregory Louis Joseph

Financial Administrator

The List of Seminarians for Summer

Ministry -2022

2nd Year Theology

       Seminary             Ministry                    Place

01.Bro. C. Auxiliam

Selva Kumar St. Peter’s Thirukoilur

02.Bro.A.Geo Francis

Xavier St. Peter’s        Fathimapalayam

03.Bro. J. Gilbertraj Good Shepherd Gingee

1st Year Theology

04. Bro.N.Alpha Venis St. Peter’s Eraiyur

05. Bro. V. John Britto St. Peter’s       Mel Nariyapannur

06. Bro. A. Thomas Berna

St. Peter’s Anaiyeri

07. Bro. S. Vincent Good Shepherd  Vadalur Parish

2nd Year Philosophy

08. Bro. R. Albert Raj St. Peter’s Chinnasalem

09. Bro. I. Antony  Richardson

St. Peter’s       Krishnankuppam

10. Bro. A. Antony  Prabakaran

Good Shepherd      Vikravandi

11. Bro. A. Donald Robin

                           Good Shepherd  Karaikal Parish
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Please Note:

v I take this opportunity to appreciate and thank the Parish

Priests who have willingly accepted to give formation to

our Major Seminarians during their summer holidays.

Kindly give them a sufficient number of days to spend

their summer holidays with their parents.

v 1st Year Philosophy Seminarians,College Seminarians

and the Minor Seminarians are asked to stay at home

helping their respective parish priest and parents.

v Regency List will be published in the May Newsletter

2022.

+ Antonysamy Peter Abir Rev. Fr. P. Rozario

Apostolic Administrator, Rector, St. Agnes’ Seminary

Archdiocese of Pondicherry - Cuddalore.

From Office Secretary’s Desk:

1. Blessing of the Adoration Chapel at

Vridhachalam parish:

The newly built adoration chapel was blessed and

opened by His Excellency Antonysamy Peter Abir, Apostolic

Administrator of the Archdiocese of Pondicherry – Cuddalore

on 12th February 2022 by video conferencing.  We sincerely

thank Rev. Fr. P. Paulraj Kumar, parish priest for his hard work

and we also thank the faithful and the donors for their

generous contribution.

2.Summer Ministry:

Our Seminarians Summer Ministry list is published in

this March Newsletter and the Regency List will be published

in the May Newsletter 2022.   We also sincerely thank the

Parish Priests and Heads of the Institutions who come forward

to accompany the seminarians during their formation in the

holidays.

Rev. Fr. J. John Paul

Office secretary

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE

ARCHDIOCESAN BOARD OF EDUCATION

February 26, 2022

Dear Rev. Fathers,

I am happy to inform you that the corrected and updated

REGISTRATION SENIORITY LIST of the candidates

who have registered their names for job in the Archdiocesan

Board of Education up to 31.1.2022 is published in our

ARCHDIOCESAN WEBSITE. The candidates can look

into the website under the title “Education” for their details.

Kindly inform your people about it.

Thank you,

Rev. Fr. R. Joseph Raj

Secretary

Archdiocesan Board of Education
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Voice from Metropolitan Matrimonial

Tribunal – 135

Truth Is the Biggest Immunity Booster

“What the caterpillar calls the end, the rest of the world

calls the butterfly.” – Leo Tzu.

Now most Covid ICU beds are Empty. If there was no

Covid test available now, then for all practical purposes the

pandemic would have become endemic. So, we must learn

to live with Covid. On March 22, 2020, Prime Minister

pressed the ‘pause’ button and led the nation with the janata

curfew as we fought an epic battle against an unseen enemy

successfully. Now it is our wish that he presses the ‘play’

button – so that children can laugh and play once again in

schools, and the smile comes back on people’s faces.

Spiritually speaking, if we have a similar experience over

and over again, it often means that we have not learnt the

required lesson from it the very first time.  Every incident

takes place to impart some teaching, or to cut our previous

karmas.  With the Covid-19 pandemic waves coming back

again and again, Nature seems to be asking us to transform,

go back to being our natural self, and embrace truth in our

actions, thoughts and deeds and the way Nature wants us to

be.  And by shedding all our acquired mannerisms, we can

grow to become a Being of Light.

Nature appears to be determined to remove all

imperfections that have seeped into our system.  It can protect

and save all who are supportive of it and become its medium,

behaving according to its design.  They will automatically

get right messages, right help, right medicines, everything at

the right time.

While we take vaccines to build our immunity against

corona virus at the physical level, truth can boost our

immunity at the soul level.

The body can be afflicted by imperfections – diseases,

the mind can be troubled with negative and toxic thoughts,

and two afflictions that can lower our spiritual strength are

fear and guilt.  These feelings can burden the soul leading to

misfortunes and accidents.  Embracing truth whole-heartedly

can build our immunity against these two.

All we do come our way with all our capacities and as

an offering to the Supreme, without looking at the results.

The only thing that needs to be kept in mind is that the work

we do truthful, beautiful and for the welfare of all.  Instead of

letting the mind takes over and drive us crazy by

manipulating, insisting, designing and plotting, be natural,

be truthful.  Do all the work with sincerity and truth.

Love, is above all – living and non – living things alike,

and light stands for cutting ignorance, Illuminating oneself

and others too.

Real spirituality is a vertical path of growth,

transformation and evolution.  It is based on the laws of

Nature, science of the universal mechanism governed and

orchestrated perfectly by Supreme Intelligence.  It is the

eternal, perpetual and true dharma, not any mind-created,

or labeled religion.  It is for flowing and growing with the

natural process of evolution of Cosmic Design.
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Walking on this path of eternal truth is essential if we

want to become the mediums to get connected with pure

cosmic energies; to feel oneness with the entire world and

our Self that is the spark of Supreme Entity; and to have a

healthy toxin – free body and sound mind that impart a

luminous aura. The family needs to be supported by the grace

of God in truth and life for a peaceful living at every moment

of our existence in this world.

Points to Ponder:

• Live Today: Life is here and now today. Tomorrow is

far away, at an endless distance. So it can never be here.

Shouldn’t we live only today? In fact, whoever is living

always lives today. Live today, if you want to live, but if

you want only to die, then tomorrow can be of help.

– Osho

• Studying Scriptures: Study of Torah leads to

precision, precision to zeal, zeal to cleanliness,

cleanliness to restraint, restraint to purity, purity to

holiness, holiness to meekness, meekness to fear of sin,

fear of sin to saintliness, saintliness to the Holy Spirit,

and the Holy Spirit to life eternal.       – Talmud, Aboda

Zara

• Be Oblivious to Problems: Meditation is one way to

counter stress as it is a process by which we could

experience higher, spiritual realms. It helps us by bringing

about physical relaxation; it also puts us in a state where

we are absorbed in a blissful experience and become

oblivious to the problems of the outer world. – Sant

Rajinder Singh

• Control The Mind: Anger leads to clouding of

judgment, resulting in bewilderment of memory. When

memory is bewildered, the intellect gets destroyed. When

the intellect is destroyed, one is ruined. But one who

controls the mind, and is free from attachment and

aversion, even while using the objects of the senses,

attains the Grace of God.      –Bhagwad Gita 2:63-64

• You are Okay: Don’t waste your precious time and

energy feeling guilty or regretful about the past, judging

how good or successful you are as a person, in your

work, in love. You are perfectly okay as you. And once

you can truly accept this, you will begin to see the same

is true in others.                                - Gyalwang Drukpa

Let us offer our ministries for the souls in purgatory who

will in return pray that we may learn to die to our ‘ego’ during

the Lenten season in order to rise with Him on Easter.  May

the coming Holy Lenten Observances bring Peace and

Reconciliation at the Families and thanking you.

Rev. Fr. S. Pascal Raj

Judicial Vicar

St. Xavier’s Pastoral Centre

Commission for Evangelization

Dear Fathers, the St. Xavier Prayer Preparatory Group

of the centre is planning to restart our monthly Charismatic

Healing Prayer Meeting in the month of May, with a three

days Charismatic convention in the centre. The organizers

have decided like this in order to be on a safer side to
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safeguard the people from any eventual threat of the

Pandemic once again.

XVIth Synod of the Bishops 2021 – 2023

In the diocesan phase of the consultation of the different

sections of the people of God, the parish level consultation

and religious house level consultation, commission wise

consultation and co-ordination and synthesising are over.

And now the vicars forain are collecting the reports of the

parishes under their jurisdiction respectively and also the

reports of those religious houses (convents) which donot have

their Generalate or Provincialate in our diocese.

For the Kind attention of the Vicars Forain:

1. Dear Very Rev. Vicars Forain, kindly collect all the

reports of your vicariate parishes and of the religious houses

which do not have their Generalate or Provincialate inside

our diocese.

2. Kindly form a small group of five persons, representing

priests and laity who will be able to write preferably in English

and start your work of Synthesising the reports into one and

try to send it to me as early as possible.

3. Actually we have fixed April 1st as the last date for the

vicariate reports to reach the centre. But kindly do not wait

till the last moment because we should not delay.

4. The Synod desk India, is asking for so many details

and giving a lot of information and guidelines to prepare the

diocesan level reports which has to be sent to them before

May. They ask us to prepare the report and a copy of which

is supposed to be sent to the International Secratariate of the

Synod of Bishops, Rome directly and a second copy to the

regional level as well.

5. So Dear Very Rev. Vicars Forain, kindly understand

the heavy work involved with regard to this at the diocesan

level and put all your effort to do it willingly and

enthusiastically.

6. At the diocesan level, a small co-ordination team is

formed by our Apostolic Administrator to consolidate all the

reports into one diocesan report. The following are the

members:

Rev. Fr. A. J. Philomindoss, Director,

St. Xavier’s Pastoral Centre

Rev. Fr. L. L. Arokiadoss, Curia Secretary

Rev. Fr. A. Arockiadoss, Parish Priest of Mel-Sithamur

Rev. Sr. Anitha, SJC, CRI Vice President

Mr. Lourdusamy, Joint Secretary, Laity Commission

Mr. Raja Rathinam, Teacher, Tagore Nagar

Rev. Fr. D. Peter Henry Joshua has volunteered to co-

operate and help in this co-ordination work. We do

appreciate and accept him. If some more priests are

volunteering, I will be happy to welcome them so that the

work can be done without any delay.

Actually the Synod desk India wants every diocese to

conduct the Diocesan Pre- Synod  in which the consolidated

diocesan report should be submitted and get approved by

the synal assembly before sending the report to the respective

higher levels.
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Commission for Anbiyam

The meeting of the TNBC Commission for Anbiyam is

going to be held on 9th March at Poondy Presided by the

Chairman. Most Rev. Dr. Amalraj, the Bishop of Ootagamond.

We will be celebrating a requiem mass for the repose of Rev.

Fr. Joseph Justus, the Regional Secretary for Anbiyam who

passed away suddenly last month. There will be an input

session under the main theme “To Make the Basic

Ecclesial Communities Lively”. The details of the

meeting will be given in the next month’s News Letter.

Conference of the Diocesan Priests of India (CDPI)

I have sent a message through Whatsapp to all our Priests

regarding the Retreat cum Holy Land Tour for the Rubi and

Silver Jubilarians in the Priesthood. The following are the

main details:

Ø Retreat starts from 25th April and ends on the 30th April

at St. John’s Medical College, Bangalore.

Ø And the Holy Land Tour starts from 1st of May till the

11th of May 2022.

Ø The details of these programmes are already given

through Whatsapp. Kindly go through it.

Ø The Priests who were ordained in 1980 & 1981 and in

1995 & 1996 are eligible to avail these opportunities.

Ø They need not compulsorily attend both the

programmes.

Ø According to their convenience, they can select one

programme or both the programmes.

So dear Fathers, who have the eligibility, kindly make

use of these rare opportunities. This is conducted in all India

level by the CCBI commission for VSCR on or behalf of the

CDPI.

The National Executive Council Meeting of the CDPI

This meeting is usually conducted once in a year. But

due to Covid, last year we could not conduct this meeting.

This year also we were first planning to conduct at the end of

February, but due to the lock down, we postponed to April

first week and also once again we have postponed this meeting

to the middle of May 2022 from 17th to 20th at the Prabodhana

Retreat Centre, Mysore Karnataka.

The President of the Diocesan Executive Committee of

the CDPI of every diocese in India are supposed to attend

this meeting. And for your kind remembrance, Rev. Fr. A.

Devadoss, Principal, St. Antony’s Hr. Sec. School, Mel-

Nariappanur, Rev. Fr. Antony Lourduraj, Parish Priest of

Cudalore N.T., Rev. Fr. A. Anandaraj, Parish Priest of

Kakkanur, Rev. Fr. A. Wilson George, Parish Priest of

Marakanam and myself are the executive committee members

in our diocese. Rev. Fr. A. Devadoss is the President. Until

the formation of the next senate, this committee will continue

to exist as par the bylaws of the CDPI.

Commission for Communication

If any of the parishes are willing to contribute to Madha

T.V. by participating in the special Lenten programmes, like

shooting a Way of Cross, Holy Mass, or Penitential Services.

Kindly contact me, we will by all means facilitate your

participation.
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SIGNIS Tamil Nadu

For the past two years we did not have any meeting of

SIGNIS Tamil Nadu. At last, we had this mid-term assembly

on 22nd February 2022 at the Pastoral Centre, Ooty. We had

a sharing of those who are involved in the communication

ministry in the diocesan level. And we encouraged each other

and gave constructive criticisms to each other.

The assembly suggested that our diocesan

communication commission should try to build up the

infrastructure. But the SIGNIS International does not fund

this project totally, rather it funds small projects but not for

constructions and buying gadgets but mostly it funds for the

production of programmes and training programmes to the

young people to make them involve in media and

communication.

Rev. Fr. A. J. Philomindoss

Director

FLk;g eyg;gzpf;FO mwpf;ifFLk;g eyg;gzpf;FO mwpf;ifFLk;g eyg;gzpf;FO mwpf;ifFLk;g eyg;gzpf;FO mwpf;ifFLk;g eyg;gzpf;FO mwpf;if

gpg;uthp - 2022gpg;uthp - 2022gpg;uthp - 2022gpg;uthp - 2022gpg;uthp - 2022

FLk;g eyg;gzpf;FOtpypUe;JFLk;g eyg;gzpf;FOtpypUe;JFLk;g eyg;gzpf;FOtpypUe;JFLk;g eyg;gzpf;FOtpypUe;JFLk;g eyg;gzpf;FOtpypUe;J……

jkpo;ehL FLk;g ey nrayh;fspd; Mz;L nghJf;jkpo;ehL FLk;g ey nrayh;fspd; Mz;L nghJf;jkpo;ehL FLk;g ey nrayh;fspd; Mz;L nghJf;jkpo;ehL FLk;g ey nrayh;fspd; Mz;L nghJf;jkpo;ehL FLk;g ey nrayh;fspd; Mz;L nghJf;

$l;lk;$l;lk;$l;lk;$l;lk;$l;lk;

[dthp 26> 2022 md;W> jkpo;ehL FLk;geyg;

gzpf;FOtpd; nrayh;fSf;fhd Mz;L $l;lk; jpUr;rp

kiwkhtl;l gy;Nehf;F r%f Nrth rq;f ikaj;jpy; (Trichy

Multipurpose Social Service Sociecty, TMSS)  fhiy 9kzp

Kjy; khiy 4.30tiu eilg; ngw;wJ. ,f;$l;lk;

ghisahq;Nfhl;il Mah; NkjF S. me;Njhdprhkp mth;fs;

jiyikapy; Fj;Jtpsf;F Vw;wp n[gj;Jld; njhlq;fg;gl;lJ.

Kjy; mkh;tpy; mUl;je;ij ];bgd; S.S  mth;fs; “FLk;g

eyg;gzpf;FO> FLk;gq;fSf;F Mw;wf;$ba gzpfs;” vd;w

j i y g ; g p y ;

ciuahw;wpdhh;.

jdJ ciuapy;>

, d ; i w a

F L k ; g q ; f s ;

r e ; j p f ; F k ;

rthy;fs; vd;d?

v d ; n d d ; d

gpur;ridfSf;F

tpil fhz Kbahky; ek;ikj; Njb tUfpwhh;fs;? ehk;

gzpahw;wpf ; nfhz;bUf;Fk; ,lj;jpy; > vd;ndd;d

gpur;ridfSf;F tpilf; fhz Kbahky; jtpf;fpNwhk;?

vjw;fhf ngw;Nwhh;fs; ek;ik Njb tUfpwhh;fs;? ,J Nghd;w

Nfs ;t pfSf ;F j P h ; T fhZk ; t pjkhf FLk ; g

eyg;gzpf;FOtpd; nray;ghLfs; mika Ntz;Lk;.

FLk;gq;fspy; FLk;g n[gj;ij Cf;Ftpj;J> FLk;gq;fs;

tpRthrj;jpy; tsu ekJ gzp cjtpahf ,Uf;f Ntz;Lk.;

FLk;gq;fis Gdpjj;jpy; topelj;jp nry;Yk;gbahf ekJ

gzpfs; mika Ntz;Lk; vd;w fUj;Jfis typAWj;jpdhh;.

jpUj;je;ij gpuhd;rp]; mth;fs; (Amoris Lactitia) vd;w Rw;W

klypd; 80tJ vz;zpy; “FLk;gk; vd;gJ jpUr;rigapd;

kpf Kf;fpakhd mq;fk;. FLk;gq;fspd; FLk;gk;jhd;

jpUr;rig” vd;W Fwpg;gpfpd;whh;. jpUr;rig vy;yh

Nfs;tpfSf;Fk; gjpy; itj;jpy;iy> Mdhy; jpUr;rig>

flTs; ek;ik vy;yh #o;epiyfspYk; md;G nra;fpwhh;

vd;gij mth;fis czu itf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W

Fwpg;gpLfpwhh;.
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fpwp];Jt FLk;gk;fpwp];Jt FLk;gk;fpwp];Jt FLk;gk;fpwp];Jt FLk;gk;fpwp];Jt FLk;gk;

fpwp];JTf;Fk;> mtuJ md;Gf;Fk; rhl;rpahf thOk;

FLk;gk;jhd; xU fpwp];Jtf; FLk;gk;. etPdk;> ehfhpfk;

vd;w ngahpy; ehzk; mw;w xU epiyia cUthf;fpf;

nfhz;bUf;fpwJ. cwTfspy; Mokhf nry;Ytjpy;iy>

rfpg;Gj;jd;id ntFthf Fiwe;Jtpl;lJ. ngw;Nwhh;

fw;Wf;nfhz;l kjpg;gPLfs; ,d;iwa jiyKiwf;F Vw;wjhf

,y;iy. Efh;T fyhr;rhuj;jhy; kjpg;gPLfs; khwptpl;;ld.

,d;iwa tho;f;if jpiu tho;f;ifahf ( TV, Screen ,

Computer Screen, Cinema Screen, Mobile Screen)  khwptpl;l

xU fyhr;rhukhf ,Uf;fpwJ.

,g;gbg;gl;l xU #o;epiyapy;> nrg tho;tpYk;> cwT

epiyapYk; FLk;gq;fis tYg;gLj;j Ntz;Lk;. flTs;

,y;yhj tho;f;if gadw;w tho;f;if vd;gij czh;j;j

Ntz;Lk;. kf;fNshL Nrh;e;J tho;f;if Jiuapy; gazk;

nra;a Ntz;Lk; vd;w fUj;Jfis Kd; itj;J

ciuahw;wpdhh;.

,uz;lhtJ mkh;tpy; jpUkjp fpup[h kw;Wk; mtuJ

fzth; “ ,y;ywk; vd;gJ xU jpUg;gazk;” vd;w jiyg;gpy;

jq;fs; FLk;g mDgtq;fisg; gfph;e;J nfhz;lhh;fs;.

,y;ywk; vd;w jpUg;gazj;jpy;> xUth; xUtiu Nerpg;gJ>

Jd;gq;fspy; vg;gb xd;wpj;J gazpg;gJ> xUtiu xUth;

gazj;jpd; ,Wjptiu Ghpe;J nfhs;tJ> ,sikapYk;>

KJikapYk; vg;gb xUth; xUtUf;fhf vd;W tho;e;J

nfhz;bUf;fpNwhk; vd;W gy tho;tpd; epfo;r;rpfisf; nfhz;L

jq;fs; mDgq;fis gfph;e;J nfhz;lhh;fs;. “ ehd; ,Uf;Fk;

,lj;jpy; ehd;jhd; mg;Ngh];jyd;”> “ ,y;yNk xU Myak;”

vd;w Fwpf;NfhNshL gazpf;Fk; NghJ> ,y;ywk; rpwg;gilAk;>

FLk;gk; ,iwtid gpujpgypf;Fk; ,lkhf jpfo Ntz;Lk;.

vd;w fUj;Jfis typAWj;jp jq;fs; mDgtj;ijg; gfph;e;J

nfhz;lhh;fs;.

,r;nrayh;fSf;fhd $l;lj;jpy; gy;NtW kiw

khtl;lq;fspypUe;J 28 Ngh; fye;Jf; nfhz;ldh;> ekJ

GJit flY}h; kiwkhtl;lj;jpypUe;J mUl;je;ij S.

Foe;ijrhkp mth;fs; fye;Jf; nfhz;lhh;.

%d;W ehl;fs; eilg;ngw;w KO Neug;%d;W ehl;fs; eilg;ngw;w KO Neug;%d;W ehl;fs; eilg;ngw;w KO Neug;%d;W ehl;fs; eilg;ngw;w KO Neug;%d;W ehl;fs; eilg;ngw;w KO Neug;

gapw;rp tFg;Gfs;gapw;rp tFg;Gfs;gapw;rp tFg;Gfs;gapw;rp tFg;Gfs;gapw;rp tFg;Gfs;

GJr;Nrhp> J}a ,ja Mz;lth; grpypf;fhtpy; [dthp

14 Kjy; 16 tiu jpUkz kiwf;fy;tp  tFg;Gfs;

eilg;ngw;wd. ,g;gapw;rp tFg;Gfspy; gy gq;FfspypUe;J

te;j ,isQh;fs; kw;Wk; ,sk; ngz;fs;  gq;Nfw;W  68

Ngh; rhd;wpjo; ngw;wd.

mUl;je;ij S. Foe;ijrhkpFoe;ijrhkpFoe;ijrhkpFoe;ijrhkpFoe;ijrhkp

nrayh;nrayh;nrayh;nrayh;nrayh;

J}a ,ja Mz;lth; grpypf;fh
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Bio Data and Funeral of

 Rev. Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu

Parents: Mr. Arokiaswamy & Mrs. Amirthammal

Date and Place of Birth : 15-09-1940, Kovilankuppam

Date and Place of Baptism: 15-12-1940, Konankuppam

Parish : Irundai (Madapattu)

Diocese of Origin: Pondicherry & Cuddalore

Places and Years of Studies :

1948 – 1951 Primary School at Kovilankuppam

1952 – 1957 4th Class to 3rd Form at Tindivanam

1957 – 1961 4th Form to 6th Form St. Joseph’s, Cuddalore

Years and Places of Seminary Formation :

1957 - 1961 St. Agnes’ Seminary, Cuddalore

1961 – 1962 P.U.C. at Tirupattur

1962 – 1963 2nd year Latin St. Agnes’ Seminary,

Cuddalore

1963 – 1966 B.A. Economics at Tirupattur

1966 – 1968 St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore

1968 – 1969 teaching at St. Joseph’s, Cuddalore

1969 – 1973 Theology, St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore

Date of Ordination : 27th April 1973

Place of Ordination : Fathima Church,

Vridhachalam

Minister of Ordination : Most Rev. Dr. R.

Ambrose

Ministry Places:

May 1973 – 1974 Asst. at Vridhachalam

1974 – 1975 Asst. Parish Priest at Mugaiyur

1975 – 1977 B.Ed. Annamalai University, Chidambaram

1977 – 1982 Principal, R.C. Teacher Training

Institute,Tindivanam

1982 – 1987 Parish Priest, Headmaster and

Correspondent

St. Xavier’s Church, High School, Mugaiyur

Jun. 1988 – 1995 Headmaster & Correspondent St.

Xavier’sHigh School, Mugaiyur

1995 – 1997 Principal, St. Xavier’s Hr. Sec. School,

Mugaiyur

Jun. 1997 – Jun. 1999 Principal, St. Ann’s Hr. Sec.

School,Tindivanam

01-07-1999 – 28-07-2005 Parish Priest of Cuddalore O.T.
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13-07-2005 – 02-06-2010 Parish Priest of Vinobanagar

03-06-2010 – Retired. He stays at Vridhachalam and runs

an Ashram as Muthu Chithar Amaithiagam

Death and Funeral of Rev. Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu

Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu had cold for 2 days. On 30-01-2022,

around 03.00 A.M., he asked for warm water to drink. He

drank a cup of warm water. Then he went to bed. There was

no movement. So, he was taken to the G.H. at Vridhachalam.

After examining him the doctors said that he was already dead.

He was declared dead at 05.30 A.M. on 30-01-2022. From

10.00 A.M. to 11.00 A.M. the Mass was offered for his eternal

rest at Antoniar Nagar at Vridhachalam. At 11.00 A.M. his

body was taken from Vridhachalam and reached

Madampattu his native place at 11.45 A.M. 12.00 Noon to

01.00 p.m. Most Rev. Neethinathan Bishop of Chengalpattu

offered the Mass along with some priests. Then his body was

taken to his house at Madampattu. Then his body was brought

to St. Francis Xavier’s Church, Mugaiyur at 03.15 p.m. And

03.30 p.m. to 04.15 p.m. Mass was offered for his eternal

rest. Then his body was brought to the Bishop’s House at

06.10 p.m. Very Rev. Fr. A. Arulanandam blessed his body.

And the Fathers and the relatives recited the rosary and offered

it for his eternal rest.

The next day, the staff and students of St. Xavier’s Hr.

Sec. School, Mugaiyur, St. Ann’s Hr. Sec. School,

Tindivanam and the parishioners of Mugaiyur, Cuddalore

O.T., Vinoba Nagar and from other parishes came and prayed

for his eternal rest. Fr. S. Pitchaimuth and Fr. K. A. Jesu

Nazarene and the choir were singing the songs that the great

Musician Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu had composed and sang. At

10.50 A.M. Most Rev. Singaroyan, Bishop Emeritus of Salem

blessed the body and was taken through the corridor to the

Cathedral. The Bishop Emeritus offered the funeral Mass

along with 150 priests.

Fr. S. Pitchaimuthu began his introduction by singing:

“G+kpf;F ehk; xU ahj;jpiu te;Njhk;

ahj;jpiu jPUKd; epj;jpiu nfhz;Nlhk;

epj;jpiu NghtJ epajp vd;whYk;

ahj;jpiu xU njhlh;fijahk; . . .”

Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu, did not have any fear of death. He

had good health in mind and body. Till the end he was

healthy. He got up at 03.00 A.M. and drank a cup of warm

water and then he died. Jesus also, in the afternoon after

tasting the vinegar died at 3’ O’ clock. In the midst of pain

and agony Jesus died. But, for Fr. Pitchaimuthu, it was a

peaceful death. Social net works have called him as:

“fiyg; nghf;fp\k;;. ,ay;> ,ir> ehlf ftpQh;

mwpT> Mw;wy; gilj;jtu;> GJik Mw;wy; ngw;wtu;

fiyf;fsQ;rpak;”

His death is a big loss. To the best of his ability, he has

served well. At the Mass, we remember the death of Jesus

and celebrate his Resurrection. Let us meet the Risen Christ

at this Mass and get ourselves consoled”
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In his homily Most Rev. Singaroyan, Bishop Emeritus

of Salem said, “Most Rev. Peter Abir the Apostolic

Administrator has been affected by Covid-19 and he is taking

treatment for it. He has entrusted me with this sacred duty of

this funeral Mass and Burial of Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu. In his

name I offer the condolence to call of you. In 1971, when I

was in the Ist year of Philosophy in St. Peter’s, Bangalore, Fr.

A. Pitchaimuthu was in his IVth year of Theology. I had contact

with him for one year. He was older to us. There was the

maturity in him. For the activities of the Tamil Academy, we

would meet Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu and take the advice from

him. He would insist that we should love the Tamil Language;

Through Tamil and Music, we should bring change in the

church in Tamil Nadu. He was a man of constant search. He

sought the lord and his Kingdom first. He was after God

experience. I have spoken with him many times. He was

constantly seeking God. He was a great genius in music and

in composing the liturgical songs. He made the best use of

his talent. At the end of his life, he was at his peaceful centre

(mikjpafk;). He did not seek riches and wealth. Instead he

was seeking God. The souls of the just are in the hands of

God. They rest in the Lord in tranquillity. At the age of 82,

what a peaceful death! His life is a lesson to us. Christian life

is a life of seeking. The pilgrim church on earth is seeking

God and not riches. In this search for God, Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu

is a model for all of us. To be a seeker of God let us learn

from him. St. Paul said, “Who shall separate us from the love

of Christ . . . Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ”

We should be firm in our search for God. As the deer seeks

for the running waters, so should we seek God. Till death, it

is a constant seeking. Am I constantly seeking God? Or at

times, occasionally do I seek God? Rt. Rev. A. Rayappan,

Bishop of Salem conveys condolence and prayers”.

At the end of the Mass, Very Rev. Fr. A. Arulanandam

said: “Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu was very simple. He was much

interested in the Transformation of the society. He searched

for the Lord and found Him. His life teaches many lessons.

At the end of his life, he lived in a hut. Like Jesus, who was

born away from the village of Bethlehem, so also Fr.

Pitchaimuthu lived away from the village. In simplicity he

recognized God. It is that simplicity, that every priest and

religious should learn from him. It was a peaceful death. He

did not disturb any one. Let us pray for his eternal rest. He

was a musical genius. We thank Most Rev. Peter Abir, for

having personally arranged Most Rev. Singaroyan to officiate

this funeral. And we are grateful to the Bishop Emeritus of

Salem. Most Rev. A. M. Chinnappa, Archbishop Emeritus of

Madras-Mylapore and Rt. Rev. A. Rayappan, Bishop of Salem

have sent condolence messages. Heartfelt condolence to the

family members of Fr. Pitchaimuthu. Let perpetual light shine

upon him!”

Then Mr. Agnel DeSouza the younger brother of Fr. A.

Pitchaimuthu said, “Our father Mr. M. Arokiasamy died on

June 24th 1999 while sleeping. From an impermanent life Fr.

Pitchaimuthu has gone to the permanent eternal life. Our

special thanks to Fr. P. Paulraj Kumar and Fr. Z. Devasagayaraj

for the Mass and all the arrangement. At Madampattu Most

Rev. Neethinathan, Bishop of Chengalpattu and the Vicar
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General of Chengalpattu offered the Mass. Thanks to Fr. A.

Jega Jeevan for having arranged for it. Thanks to the Parish

Priest of Mugaiyur Fr. A. Edward Francis and the Fathers and

Sisters and Fr. T. Nasian Gregory. Special thanks to Most Rev.

Peter Abir, the Apostolic Administrator, the Procurator Fr. J.

M. Gregory Louis Joseph and Most Rev. Singaroyan, the

Bishop Emeritus, the teachers, Sisters and the people”.

After the singing of the Libera Me, the Bishop Emeritus

blessed the body at the Cathedral. Then the body was carried

to the adjacent graveyard. After the prayer of ultimate

commendation at the graveyard by Most Rev. Singaroyan,

all did pushpanjali to the body of Fr. A. Pitchaimuthu. Then

at 01.00 p.m. the body was laid to rest in the Priests’

graveyard.

May His Soul Rest in Peace

Fr. A. Melchizedech

Chancellor

ARCHDIOCESAN SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE

DESERVING POOR STUDENTS

Dear Rev. Fathers,

The application forms for the Archdiocesan Scholarship for

2022 is available in the Archbishop’s House from 01-03-

2022 till 10-03-2022. The last date for submitting the

application is 20th March 2022. The cost of the application

is Rs. 15/-

The Parish Priests are requested to take note of

the following while applying for the Archdiocesan

Scholarship for the poor:

1. Only those applicants whose parents’ income is below

Rs. 60, 000/- per annum will be considered.

2. Only those applicants who study the following courses

in recognized government institutions will be considered:

1) Nursing, B.Ed., B.F.A.,

2) Isai Kalai, Phy. Education, D.G.M.N.,

3) Polytechnic, D.T.Ed., DSE-HI, B.Pharm, D.Pharm,

4) B.P.E.S., B.P.T., C.M.L.T., I.T.I.,

5) Health Asst. Printing Technology, D.M.L.T., E.C.G.,

6) Tailoring – 3 Years Only,

7) B.Sc.(Catering) – 3 Years, Diploma in Physiotherapy,

Catering Technology,

8) Hotel Management – 1 Year and Community College

(1 Year).

3. Only those applications, completely filled-in with

certificates from the college or institution, with Parish Priest’s

Seal and Signature, with signature of the parent and the

applicant will be considered.

N.B.

v Applicants who have already received SC/ST

COMMISSION SCHOLARSHIP FUND are not

given this scholarship form. Parish priests are

kindly requested not to recommend those

applications. Only one member in a family is eligible
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for this scholarship.  Please do make an

announcement in the parish and help the poor.

v You may contact Mr S. Angalo Pinto, our office

assistant staff regarding the application forms and for

further details. His contact no: 97505 80644.   Office

Land Line no: 0413 – 2334748 and 2339911.

 Rev. Msgr. A. Arulanandam

 Delegate to the Apostolic Administrator

Birthdays of our Archdiocesan

Clergy - March

Fr.V. Messiah 03-03-78

Fr.R. Arockia Anandaraj 05-03-72

Fr.I.Ratchagar 06-03-58

Fr.A.Arokia Sagaya  Selvam 08-03-76

Fr.M.S. John Bosco 12-03-67

Fr.J.M.Gregory Louis Joseph 12-03-70

Fr.A.Josephraj 13-03-75

Fr.L.A.Arokiadoss 14-03-78

Fr.I.Joseph Albert 17-03-57

Fr.M.Jaya Prakash 19-03-82

Fr.R.Josephraj 22-03-54

Fr.A.Arokia Doss 24-03-82

Fr.J.V.C. Arokiasamy 30-03-64

NECROLOGY

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

01-03-2021 Lourdusamy. M

05-03-1966 Noel F., MEP

06-03-1979 Paul Puthenangady

08-03-2019 Daniel. K. A.

09-03-2015 Sampath Kumar. P. A.

09-03-2020 Belevendiran. N

13-03-1989 Thomas. C. E.

16-03-2000 Showry. E

21-03-1861 Mgr.BONNAND

Clement

21-03-1954 Maylin E., MEP

23-03-2004 Anthayya. S. S.

23-03-2012 Alexis Joseph. E

25-03-1909 Mgr. GANDY

Joseph Adolphe

25-03-2020 Kulandai Raj. S

27-03-1953 Dani el F., MEP

31-03-1981 Mirande A., MEP
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